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President’s Report

Prof Chris 

O’Neill

It’s time once again to start reviewing your data with a view 

to submitting abstracts to our 49th annual scientific meeting. 

The meeting will be held on the 27-30th August at the Perth 

Convention and Exhibition Centre. The program organising

committee has once again assembled a varied and exciting 

program of plenary and symposia sessions in an effort to 

cover the range of members’ interests. 

The Founders’ Lecturer this year is Professor Teresa 

Woodruff, Director, Women’s Health Research Institute and 

Chief of Reproductive Biology Research, Robert H Lurie 

Medical Research Centre, Chicago. She is one of the 

world’s leading scholars of follicular function and ovarian 

reserve, and has particular interests in oncofertility. The 

President’s Lecture will be presented by Professor Vincent 

Harley, Research Group Head, Brain and Gender, Hudson 

Institute of Medical Research, Melbourne. Vincent is an 

authority on the role of transcription factors in sex 

determination with further interests in the genetic analysis 

of transgender individuals to establish the biological basis 

for gender identity. These two outstanding plenary lecturers 

serve as the foundation for what promises to be an exciting 

meeting.

The public lecture on the Sunday afternoon of the meeting 

will this year have a strong perinatal flavour, reflecting some 

of the local research strengths. In a break with recent 

tradition this will be the only session on the Sunday 

afternoon giving east coast delegates more flexibility in their 

travel arrangements.

As usual the Society will provide very generous financial 

support for the attendance at the meeting by research 

students and ECRs. Could I encourage all members in



President’s Report continued
these categories to submit abstracts and apply for the travel support. There are 

also a range of prizes and awards on offer and details of these can be found on 

the Society’s website. While the invited speakers are an important component of 

any meeting the real strength comes from the quality of submitted work, 

particularly from our newer researchers.

SRB is once again one of the sponsoring Societies for the World Congress for 

Reproductive Biology (http://www.wcrb2017.jp/) to be held in Okinawa, Japan on 

September 27-29th. SRB will be very well represented on the program, with 

Professor Moira O’Bryan one of the invited plenary lecturers and Professor Kate 

Loveland, A/Professor Rebecca Robker, Dr David Simmons, Dr Kirsty Walters & 

Dr Mark Green invited symposia speakers. The overall program is very strong 

with 40 invited speakers and more than 600 poster presentations. SRB will 

provide travel scholarships for early and mid-career investigators with accepted 

abstracts. 

The Society remains in a strong financial position although the costs of support 

for travel to both Perth and Okinawa meetings will place considerable demands 

on our reserves this year. An important contribution to the Society’s future 

financial well-being has been the recent change in our status to a GST exempt 

entity. This has resulted in a small windfall from previous years GST payments 

and moving forward this change will have a material beneficial impact on our 

balance sheet. The Society owes a debt of gratitude to Jeremy Thompson and 

Jeremy Smith for steering this process through the bureaucracy.

The Society is fortunate to maintain a strong association with Reproduction, 

Fertility and Development. This is the Society’s official journal and your ongoing 

support of the journal will be beneficial for all. I’d particularly like to acknowledge 

the support that the Journal, through Professor Graeme Martin and Jenny 

Foster, offers our ECRs. Examples of this support include the publication last 

year of a report of our annual scientific meeting compiled and written by a group 

of our ECRs. The ECRs plan to repeat this exercise again this year, coordinated 

by Drs Lisa Akison and Michael Bertoldo. The Journal has also undertaken to 

provide some travel sponsorship for our ECRs to attend the Society for the 

Study of Reproduction’s 50th annual conference to be held in Washington, D.C., 
13–16 July 2017. 

http://www.wcrb2017.jp/


President’s Report continued
The task of President of the Society is made easy due to the enthusiastic and 

wholehearted effort of its Council members and ex officio officers. It will be soon 

time to once again call for nominations for upcoming vacancies within Council 

and I would encourage you all to think of nominating suitable candidates for 

these positions. The Society can only continue to prosper and provide an 

intellectually stimulating outlet for your research interests if we have a steady 

flow of new talent through our Committees.

Chris O’Neill

19th April, 2017

The Current State of Reproductive Biology Research 

in Australia and New Zealand: Core Themes from the 

Society for Reproductive Biology Annual Meeting, 

2016. Akison LK, Andraweera PH, Bertoldo MJ, Brown 

HM, Cuffe JS, Fullston T, Holland O and Schjenken JE

Reproduction, Fertility and Development

http://www.publish.csiro.au/rd/Fulltext/rd16382

For a summary of the 2016 SRB conference, download the

ECR conference highlights review, available from

Reproduction, Fertility and Development

Prof Chris 

O’Neill

http://www.publish.csiro.au/rd/Fulltext/rd16382


Treasurer’s Report

Accounts for the financial year 2016-2017

Current equity from January 31 was $433,070.63.

This is $75K higher than in the previous financial year!

Proposed travel subsidies for 2017 meeting in

Perth

SRB Student Travel Grants

All students who are financial members or who have 

applied to be members are eligible to apply for travel 

grants to attend the Annual Scientific Conference. For 

eligibility requirements and to apply, see link on this 

page.

Value of Student Travel Awards, Perth 2017:

Adelaide  $400

Melbourne $500

Sydney $500

Newcastle $500

Brisbane $600

Cairns $600

Townsville $600

New Zealand $600 (AUD)

SRB Early Career Research Registration Subsidies 

SRB are providing registration subsidies ($400) for 

early career researchers attending the next ESA/SRB 

Annual Scientific Meeting. All early career researchers 

who are financial members or who have applied to be 

members are eligible to apply for registration 

subsidies to attend the Annual Scientific Conference. 

For eligibility requirements and to apply, see the link 

on this page. 

Dr Jeremy Smith

http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/travel-grants-and-awards/


SRB Success Stories!

SSR Distinguished 

Service Award

Professor Jock Findlay

Hudson Institute of Medical Research

This prestigious award recognises an 

individual who has demonstrated 

unselfish service and leadership in 

advancing the discipline of reproductive 

biology.

2017 Premier’s Award for Health 

and Medical Research

Dr Amy Winship

Hudson Institute of Medical Research and 

Monash University

Postdoctoral researcher Dr Amy Winship has 

been commended for the 2017 Premier's Award 

for Health and Medical Research for her work on 

the role of a small signalling protein in female 

reproduction and reproductive cancer.

Dr Winship’s research at the Hudson Institute of 

Medical Research and Monash University 

examined the effects of the protein IL-11 on 

abnormal placental and cancer cell growth in the 

womb.

She is now working as a postdoctoral researcher 

in Dr Karla Hutt's laboratory at BDI at Monash 

University.



Secretary’s Report

As always it has been a busy few months for our Society, with lots of events and 

opportunities still to come before the annual conference! These include three I 

would like to highlight to our membership. 

Visiting Lecturer Award Recipient

In addition, we would like to congratulate Dr Jane 

Girling, who received the Visiting Lecturer Award 

(November round) to present at the World 

Congress on Endometriosis, the Research 

Priorities in Endometriosis workshop, the 

Canadian Pain Society, as well as to visit research 

groups in Canada. A reminder that submissions for 

the next round of the Visiting Lecturer Award close 

31st May. Further details can be found at 

http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/travel-grants-

and-awards/. We would like to encourage our 

MCRs members to consider applying.

ECR Collaborative Research Travel Award 

Recipients

On behalf of the Society I would like to 

congratulate the two teams of recipients of the 

2017 ECR Collaborative Research Travel 

Awards. The awardees were Dr Sheena Regan 

(Curtin University) & Dr Shayanti Mukherjee 

(Hudson Institute) to work on ovarian pericytes, 

and Dr Michael Pankhurst (University of Otago) 

& Ms Rebecca Kelley (University of Melbourne) 

to work on the reproductive capability of 

selected transgenic mouse strains. 

Dr Jane Girling

Dr Michael Pankhurst and 

Ms Rebecca Kelley

http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/travel-grants-and-awards/


Secretary’s Report, continued

SRB 50th Anniversary in Adelaide

Next year the Society will celebrate its 50th Anniversary! Doesn’t time fly when 

you are busy writing grants and doing research! The SRB Council would like to 

hear from members if they have suggestions of our Society should mark this 

significant milestone. Please email me societyreproductivebiology@gmail.com if 

you have any suggestions or would like to help organise the 50th Golden 

celebrations. 

Call for Council Member and President Elect

If you are considering standing for Council, the call for nominations for one 

Ordinary Council Member and President Elect will soon be sent out. All full 

members of the Society are eligible for the positions and I would encourage you 

to apply. Nominations will be due in mid-June. If you are interested please don’t 

hesitate to contact Chris or myself for more information. All new Council 

Members will take up their positions after the Annual General Meeting in August 

2017 for a period of three years. Look out for the emails coming around in May! 

We will also be seeking new ECR and Student Representatives, so please start 

thinking about whether you would like to be nominated or whether you have 

someone in mind who would be a great ECR/Student Rep. 

I hope to see you all at the next Annual Scientific Meeting in Perth. The POC 

have put together an exciting program. Don’t forget our SRB Annual General 

Meeting: 1.30pm Monday 28th August. In the meantime, if you would like to 

promote any upcoming reproductive biology events/conferences or matters that 

you think our membership would like to hear about, send me an email and we 
can arrange for the information to be distributed. Thanks everyone!

Mark Green

SRB Secretary

Dr Mark Green

mailto:societyreproductivebiology@gmail.com


Upcoming Conferences

The Australian Reproduction Update is a new initiative to bring together some of 

Australia's leading scientists in a collaborative and friendly environment. Along 

with a stellar list of invited speakers, there will also be the opportunity for 

students and early career researchers to submit abstracts, with the top 20 being 

chosen to present in one of two special free oral communication sessions. We 

hope to see you in sunny Melbourne this November to attend ARU2017.

The ARU2017 Organising Committee, Tu'uhe Kaitu'u-Lino, Natalie Hannan and 

Fiona Brownfoot



SRB 2017 ASM – DRAFT PROGRAM

SRF Exchange Lecture – AGNES STEFANSDOTTIR 

SRB Plenary Founder's Lecture – TERESA WOODRUFF

SRB Presidents Lecture – VINCENT HARLEY   

SUNDAY (4.30 – 6.30PM)

PUBLIC FORUM: Birth, Babies and 

Beyond

• JOHN NEWNHAM (UWA) 

• MICHAEL DAVIES (UA)

• JACQUELINE BOYLE (MONASH)

• JEFFERY KEELAN (UWA) 

MONDAY (3.00 – 5.00PM)

ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE 

TECHNOLOGIES, DISCOVERY TO 

BEDSIDE 

• ROB GILCHRIST (UNSW)

• ANDREW PASK (UMEL) 

• JUSTIN ST JOHN (Hudson) 

• LINDSAY WU (UNSW) 

SRB/ANZPRA JOINT SYMPOSIUM –

GENESIS OF A HEALTHY PLACENTA  

• CAITLIN WYRWOLL (UWA) 

• JONATHON PAUL (UoN) 

• TINA BIANCO-MIOTTO (UA) 

• MARY WLODEK (UMEL) 

TUESDAY (1.30 - 3.30PM)

INSIGHTS INTO THE REGULATION OF 

REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY

• MARGARET MORRIS (UNSW)

• MARILYN RENFREE (UMEL)

• JONATHON EVANS (UWA)

• SIMON DE GRAFF (USYD) 

THE MOLECULAR REGULATION OF   

EARLY EMBRYO DEVELOPMENT

• CHRIS O’NEILL (USYD)

• REBECCA ROBKER (UA)

• LISA LEE (UMEL) 

• HANNAH BROWN (UA) 

WEDNESDAY (11.00AM – 1.00PM)

ESA/SRB JOINT SYMPOSIUM -

ENDOCRINE CONTROL OF 

REPRODUCTION 

• JEREMY SMITH  (UWA)

• BRONWYN STUCKEY (UWA)

• REBECCA CAMPBELL (U Otago, NZ) 

• CHRISTINE JASONI (U Otago, NZ)



SRB 2017 awards

Newcastle Reproduction Emerging Research Leader 

Award 

Eligibility: Up to 8 years post- PhD on May 16, 2017; career disruption 

recognized as per NHMRC guidelines. 

This award recognises an emerging and excellent contributor working in the field 

of Reproductive Biology who is a member of the SRB.

This highly contested award is conferred to an early career researcher for the 

best oral presentation, with consideration of the applicant’s track record. The 

quality of talks is always excellent and the distinction of this award is reflected by 

the outstanding careers of past winners.

Robinson Research Institute Award for Excellence in 

Reproductive Biology Research 

Eligibility: Up to 15 years post-PhD on May 16, 2017; career disruption 

recognized as per NHMRC guidelines.

This award recognises an excellent contributor working in the field of 

Reproductive Biology who is a member of the SRB.

This outstanding award is conferred to an established researcher and in the past 

has been won some of our most outstanding leaders in reproductive biology. 

This award is based on the candidate’s overall research career excellence.

Please note that past unsuccessful 

applicants are encouraged to reapply.

Applications must be submitted to Patrick 

Western:

patrick.western@hudson.org.au

http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/travel-grants-and-awards/


Funding Opportunities

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Women & Leadership Australia (WLA) is administering a national initiative to 

support the development of female leaders across Australia’s science sector. 

The initiative is providing women with grants to enable participation in a range of 

leadership development programs. 

The leadership development programs are part-time and delivered nationally via 

WLA’s blended learning model. Scholarship funding is strictly limited and will be 

awarded based on a set of selection criteria being met.

Expressions of Interest

Find out more and register your interest by completing the Expression of Interest 

form here prior to June 7, 2017: http://www.wla.edu.au/assoc-june17.html.

SRB Booth – the place to be 
Come to the SRB Booth

Perth 2017!!!
Mingle with your colleagues

Play the Bingo Ball game:

Lots of prizes including dinner 

tickets

Browse the annual photo books

Pin the sperm on the oocyte

Test your tip box filling prowess

http://www.wla.edu.au/assoc-june17.html


Conference report

“Inflammation in Reproduction, Pregnancy and Development”, a Satellite 

Symposium of the International Congress of Immunology 2016, was held at 

the Pullman Palm Cove Sea Temple Resort and Spa, on the Great Barrier 

Reef near Cairns, from August 17-20, 2016. The aim of this meeting was to 

highlight and review recent developments in the fields of Reproductive and 

Developmental Immunology, and to provide an opportunity for scientists, 

clinicians and students with an interest in these fields to come together and 

exchange data and ideas in an informal and intimate setting. The Symposium 

hosted 59 delegates from 11 countries, and a total of 10 student and ECR 

travel grants were awarded. 

The program, comprising cutting-edge topics in basic and clinical reproductive 

immunology and developmental immunology, was produced after consultation 

with an eminent International Program Advisory Committee. The Program 

Organising Committee was Mark Hedger (Hudson Institute, Melbourne, co-

convenor), Sarah Robertson (Robinson Research Institute, Adelaide, co-

convenor) Larry Chamley (U. Auckland), Nicolette Hodyl (U. Adelaide) and Tim 

Moss (Ritchie Centre, Hudson Institute). Presentations by 23 Australian and 

international speakers addressed topics across the immunology of pregnancy, 

female and male gamete development and embryogenesis, and the 

developmental origins of health and disease. A particular focus was the 

emerging and defining concepts in the fields, such as the mechanisms by 

which inflammation underpins pathologies of reproduction and pregnancy, and 

programming development of the embryo and fetus to determine health of the 

infant and child, including early life origins of non-communicable diseases 

such as metabolic disorder, allergy and asthma, and neurodevelopmental 

disorders.



Conference 

report, continued

The Pullman Palm Cove Sea Temple facilities were excellent, allowing most 

participants to be able to afford accommodation on-site. Some students and 

ECRs took advantage of cheaper accommodation nearby in the beautiful Palm 

Cove village. Social highlights of the meeting were the Symposium Dinner at 

the Sebel Reef House in Palm Cove, and an excursion to the Barrier Reef on 

the day after the meeting. The meeting was organised and professionally 

managed by ASN, and would not have been possible without their outstanding 

expertise and experience. The committee gratefully acknowledges support and 

sponsorship from the Burnet Institute, Robinson Research Institute, Hudson 

Institute and the Ritchie Centre and, especially, the Society for Reproductive 

Biology for supporting the Student and ECR travel awards.

Mark Hedger

Hudson Institute of Medical Research



Fellow of the Society for Reproductive 

Biology, 2017 Election.

This is a prestigious award that enhances the standing of both recipient and the 

Society, and has been created to recognise the high standing of certain SRB 

members in the reproductive biology community.

Applicants should familiarize themselves with the ‘Specifications for Fellows of 

the Society for Reproductive Biology’ (available at: http://www.srb.org.au/career-

development/fellows-of-the-society-for-reproductive-biology-how-to-apply/) and 

applications should follow the format detailed below.  Applications should be 

submitted as a single PDF to shaun.roman@newcastle.edu.au by close of 

business on Friday May 26th, 2017. No late applications will be considered.  If 

you do not receive an acknowledgment that your application has been safely 

received within two working days of submission, contact Shaun Roman.  All 

applications are reviewed by four senior SRB members and applicants will be 

informed of the decision prior to the Annual Meeting.

For all enquiries, contact:

Dr Shaun Roman (shaun.roman@newcastle.edu.au 02 4921 6818)

Prof Chris O’Neill (chris.oneill@sydney.edu.au; 02 9926 4870).

Applicants should demonstrate their high standing in the reproductive 

biology community by responding to the following criteria:

1. Internationally recognized leader in one or more dimensions of reproductive 

biology.

2.     A minimum of 50 publications in peer-reviewed journals in the broad field of 

reproductive biology (or fewer, high profile and high impact publications, or 

strong commercial research-based application of reproductive biology)

3. Significant success in gaining competitive funds to support research

4. Financial membership of the Society for Reproductive Biology for at least 

the last five years

5. Substantial contribution to the broad field of reproductive                         

biology in Australia/New Zealand

6. PhD or equivalent degree obtained at least 16 years ago

(unless outstanding exceptions can be demonstrated)

Dr Shaun Roman

http://www.srb.org.au/career-development/fellows-of-the-society-for-reproductive-biology-how-to-apply/
mailto:shaun.roman@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:shaun.roman@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:chris.oneill@sydney.edu.au


Upcoming conferences



THIS YEAR AT SRB…

Speakers:

JOHN NEWNHAM (UWA)  

MICAHEL DAVIES (UA)    

JACQUELINE BOYLE (MONASH)   

JEFFRY KEELAN (UWA)

Did you miss Making Babies 2016??
Check out the online recordings: 

http://www.srb.org.au/making-babies-in-the-21st-century/YouTube

Speakers and chairs from 

Making Babies 2016

http://www.srb.org.au/making-babies-in-the-21st-century/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdYR5cVRQfk&list=PL1b_I7_LsmlV001WvUeY0o9gUSgUOVncV


Funding Opportunities

Over $1 million in Holsworth Wildlife Research

Endowments 

The Ecological Society of Australia is delighted to 

announce a new partnership with the Holsworth

Wildlife Research Endowment. 

Each year, the fund supports around 200 post-graduate students to conduct 

research in ecology, wildlife management, and natural history studies. 

The first round of applications is now open, and closes on 31 March. 

Individual grants up to $22,500 (up to $7500 per year for up to 3 years) are 

available. Applications are especially invited for postgraduate student research 

support in three general areas:

1. Field work on Australian native plants and animals to gain understanding of 

ecological interactions, population dynamics, animal behaviour, and species 

distribution

2. Conservation biology and biodiversity studies relating to the management of 

protected areas and rare or threatened species in Australia

3. Wildlife management relating to sport hunting, harvesting, pest control, 

management of nongame animals, and effect of land management on native 

species.

Dr Bill Holsworth is a renowned ecologist, mammalogist, wildlife biologist and 

philanthropist. In 1989 Bill and his wife Carol established the Holsworth Wildlife 

Research Endowment to fund grants to universities for postgraduate students in 

fauna and flora.

Since setting up the Endowment Bill has funded thousands of students and their 

projects.

For more information on the current call for 

applications, please see: 

http://www.ecolsoc.org.au/endowments

http://www.ecolsoc.org.au/endowments


SRB-RFD Publication of the Year Award

Did you publish an article in Reproduction, Fertility and Development last 

year? Are you a current SRB member? If so, the SRB-RFD Publication of 

the Year award is for you! Winning this award will not only result in fame 

and glory when it is presented at the SRB dinner, but Reproduction, Fertility 

and Development will make your paper freely available online to increase 

its accessibility and improve your citation rates.

Please send your entries to the Secretary Dr Mark Green 

societyreproductivebiology@gmail.com with the full paper reference and a 

brief paragraph outlining the major findings of the work, and how each 

author contributed to the paper (noting which authors are SRB 

members). Please see below for the full guidelines. Entries close on the 

1st of June 2017.

RFD-SRB Publication of the Year Guidelines

1 - This prize shall be awarded to the best research publication by an SRB 

author in Reproduction, Fertility and Development each year.

2 - Papers with an SRB member as first or last author (or both) shall qualify.

3 - The author must have been an SRB member for at least 6 months at the 

time of nomination.

4 - The award in 2017 has no monetary value.

To be entered into the award, papers must be nominated by the authors 

themselves. The prize will be awarded at the SRB annual conference in 

August. Papers must be published online by the nomination deadline to 

qualify in a particular award year.

For the 2017 award, papers published over the preceding 18 months 

(December 2015 – May 2017) shall be considered.

mailto:societyreproductivebiology@gmail.com


Reproduction Fertility and Development

Reproduction, Fertility and Development is the official journal of the Society 

of Reproductive Biology. From 2016 it publishes 12 issues a year, featuring high-

quality research on all scientific aspects of reproduction and development, 

including reproductive technologies. 

Authors submitting their work to Reproduction, Fertility and Development 

authors can expect a first decision on their manuscript within an average of 23 

days. Manuscripts are published online early within an average of 46 days of 

acceptance, and are indexed in PubMed and MEDLINE immediately on 

publication. There are no page charges to publish in the journal, and colour is 

free online and in PDFs. The journal promotes Green Open Access: authors 

may deposit the pre-publication version of their accepted manuscript without 

embargo in a personal or institutional repository. To submit your own high-quality 

research to Reproduction, Fertility and Development, follow the Instructions 

to Authors at www.publish.csiro.au/journals/rfd.

http://www.publish.csiro.au/rd

http://www.publish.csiro.au/rd


Early Career Researcher News,

Hi SRB ECR members, 

Planning is well underway for this year’s annual meeting in Perth. As always, 

the ECRs will have a career development workshop, which is currently planned 

for around lunch-time on the Tuesday (12:30-1:30). This will be a joint workshop 

with ESA. Unfortunately, due to the tight timetabling for the conference this year, 

we will only have an hour to run the workshop. Therefore, we would like to 

encourage you all to come along to the opening drinks on the Sunday night. We 

will arrange to meet and share a drink as per last year after the formal opening 

of the conference. Also, please come along to the “Meeting of the Minds” 

session planned for Monday night for additional networking.

As per past years, we polled ECR members to determine the topics you would 

like covered by the Workshop. Although we couldn’t accommodate all requests, 

we have included the top-ranked areas as identified by both SRB and ESA 

members. The current program with confirmed speakers is shown below:

12:30pm Brief introduction and welcome by the ECR chairs

12:32-1:10pm  Panel Discussion: ‘Navigating the transition from Post-doc to 

independent scientist’

5 min presentations by each panel member followed by open discussion–

A/Prof Wendy Ingman (SRB, University of Adelaide)

Dr Karla Hutt (SRB, Monash University)

Dr Jeremy Smith (SRB, University of Western Australia)

Dr Renea Taylor (ESA, Monash University)

Dr Kevin Pfleger (ESA, University of Western Australia)

Open Discussion with questions from ECR members (including via Twitter). 

1:10-1:25pm ‘Benchmarking’ session on building a competitive CV for 

grants/fellowships. What are the most important elements to concentrate on?

Presented by A/Prof Rob Gilchrist (SRB, University of NSW)

1:25-1:30pm Close



Early Career Researcher News

We will also be writing a review of the SRB symposia as per last year, which we 

again hope to publish in Reproduction Fertility and Development (RFD). We have 

assembled a few authors from last year as well as some newcomers but would 

like to add a couple more authors to the mix. We also have support from the 

journal’s editor, Graeme Martin, and Chris O’Neill (SRB President) for this 

initiative. Please let Lisa or Michael know if you would like to contribute to this 

publication. I think last year’s authors would agree it was not an overly onerous 

task, but we did work to a pretty tight schedule to have the article released so it 

remained timely. 

Don’t forget to apply for the SRB ECR registration subsidy ($400) to help offset 

the cost of your trip to Perth. As mentioned in the last newsletter, if you apply, you 

are guaranteed to get one! There were 22 given out for last year’s conference on 

the Gold Coast.

We will be announcing a call for nominations for SRB ECR rep very soon, as Lisa 

Akison’s 2-year tenure is almost up. Please consider nominating yourself, as it is 

a great opportunity to be involved in a great society, interact with other ECRs and 

it helps bolster the ‘service’ component of your CV! It also provides the 

opportunity for a first author and senior author review paper if the arrangement 

with RFD continues.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us (l.akison@uq.edu.au; 

michael.bertoldo@unsw.edu.au) about any important ECR-related matters that 

you would like us to raise with ECR members, either via email or the Facebook 

page. We have a register of ECR members that we are able to specifically target 

by email if required.

Best wishes,

Lisa Akison and Michael Bertoldo

SRB ECR Representatives, 2017

Dr Lisa Akison Dr Michael Bertoldo

mailto:l.akison@uq.edu.au
mailto:michael.bertoldo@unsw.edu.au
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Student News

Hi SRB student members,

We are looking forward to the annual ESA-SRB conference in Perth this year and 

getting a chance to meet and catch up with the new and existing student 

members!

As part of the 2017 ESA-SRB meeting in Perth, we will be holding our annual 

student meeting. We are excited to announce that at this year’s student meeting, 

Dr. Hannah Brown (University of Adelaide) will be delivering a presentation on 

promoting your research through social media. 

We will also be holding elections for the 2017-2019 student representative at the 

student meeting. Start thinking about whether you would like to go for this role, as 

it is a great opportunity to get to know your fellow scientific peers and be involved 

in the SRB community. 

Students, don’t forget to visit the SRB website and download the SRB Awards 

Declaration Form and Student Travel Grant Form so that you can be eligible for 

the many great awards and travel support on offer!

We are looking forward to seeing you all in Perth in August!

Best wishes,

Harriet: harriet.fitzgerald@hudson.org.au

Sarah: Sarah.Delforce@uon.edu.au

Best wishes,

Sarah and Harriet

Student Representatives.

Harriett Sarah



Publicity Report - Science Meets 

Parliament (SmP) 2017

In March 2017, John Schjenken and Hannah Brown represented SRB at 

Science meets Parliament (#SmP2017).  Science meets Parliament is an 

initiative run by Science and Technology Australia, which invites 200 scientists, 

representing Australia’s leading scholarly societies to Canberra, to meet with 

Parliamentarians, and to undergo intense media and communication training.

Day 1 consisted of media and communication training, where scientists were 

exposed to policy makers, journalists from print, radio and online media, 

NHMRC CEO Anne Kelso, and Chief Scientist, Dr Finkel.  We also had the 

opportunity to perfect our pitches in preparation for meetings on Day 2, with 

some activities and workshops during the afternoon.  

Following the media training, the day ended with dinner in the Grand Hall in 

Parliament House and two very passionate speeches from the current Minister 

for Industry, Innovation and Science, Arthur Sinodinos, and Bill Shorten, the 

leader of the opposition. Following the meal, and a few drinks, the opportunity to 

chat with parliamentarians was available, as well as to chat with some of the 

other scientists invited to SmP.

The second day of SmP was about meeting the politicians.  Hannah and John 

spent time meeting with Greens member for Melbourne, Adam Bandt, Labor

Senator for Queensland, Claire Moore and Member for Bowman, Andrew 

Laming.  Across the 2 days, they also spent time chatting with Bill Shorten, Mark 

Dreyfus, Pauline Hanson and a number of other parliamentarians.  During their 

meetings, they had the opportunity to build new relationships, discussing the 

work done by researchers in the SRB and the importance of the fundamental 

biology of our field.  



Publicity Report - Science Meets 

Parliament (SmP) 2017

In addition to formal meetings, we also heard from Kym Carr (shadow Minister 

for Science), Adam Bandt (initiator of the “Respect Science” campaign) and 

Karen Andrews (assistant Minister for Science), and were addressed by 

Australian of the Year, Stem Cell Researcher, Alan Mackay-Sim. 

SmP is a fantastic opportunity to bring to the attention, of currently siting 

Parliamentarians, the important work of our society, and the impact of any further 

cuts to research funding.  We will be looking for the next representatives at SRB 

in Perth, so keep your eyes peeled on the SRB Twitter for more information 

leading up to the meeting! 



The Donation Fund

Don’t forget you have the opportunity to donate to the Society! These funds will go 

towards: supporting travel grants, research awards, as well as promoting student 

and early career engagement. As a valued member, whose career has benefited 

from the Society’s support over the years, this is an ideal way to give back to 

SRB. The good news is in the near future this can be in the form of a tax 

deductable gift, as the Society is currently registering as a not-for-profit charity! 

These funds will enable us to keep on growing and offering a high level of 

stipends and funding to our members! Please use the link on the SRB website or 

click on this option when renewing your membership, if you wish to donate. We 

would like to thank you in advance for your generosity and for supporting the 

future activities of the Society for Reproductive 

Biology! http://www.srb.org.au/donations-welcome/

Thank you to all those that have donated so far! Keep the donations coming!!

Renewal of Membership

There are now an increased number of options for renewing your membership, 

both for student and regular members, as well as a brand new category for 

professional staff. So why not take advantage of the discounted rates for multi-

year renewals. Don’t forget if you introduce a new full member, then you will 

receive half off your own membership costs! For further details of all the 

membership options see the SRB website http://www.srb.org.au/membership/

@ReproductionSRB
@ESA-SRB
@MakingBabies21C

http://www.srb.org.au/donations-welcome/
http://www.srb.org.au/membership/


Start a Twitter account 

in preparation for 

#SRB2017

Don’t know where to start? Add these people…



Prof Chris O’Neill
President

Dr Mark Green
Secretary

Dr Jeremy Smith
Treasurer (Sponsorship)

Dr Josephine Bowles
Membership 

Dr Tu’uhevaha Kaitu’u-Lino
Conference Membership

Put a face to the name on

the 2016-17 SRB Council

Dr Shaun Roman
Fellows & Life Member 

/Plenary Lecturers

Dr Brett Nixon
POC Co-Chair

Dr Hannah Brown
Public Relations and Website

Dr Kirsty Walters
POC Co-Chair

Dr Patrick Western
Awards/Sponsorship

Dr John Schjenken
Newsletter

Dr Jemma Evans
Conference Booth/Plenary Lecturers 

A/Prof Jeremy Thompson
Public Officer

Sarah Delforce
Student Rep

Harriett Fitzgerald
Student Rep

Dr Michael Bertoldo
ECR Rep

Dr Lisa Akison
ECR Rep
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Jeremy Smith

Mark Green
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Council
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