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From the President…. 
 
Welcome to the SRB June 2013 newsletter 
The society continues to thrive with many new initiatives instigated by Council and 
members. In the early part of 2013 we have revamped our image, updated our website 
and advanced our social interfaces. We have reinvested in media awareness and 
publicity and commissioned Ruby Communications and Nude PR in collaboration with 
Kaye Stenvers (POC Co-chair) and Kirsty Walters (LOC chair), to capitalise on the 
fabulous scientific program for our upcoming meeting in August in Darling Harbour. 
In addition, Rebecca Robker (POC Co-chair) has instigated the first SRB public forum to 
be held in conjunction with the annual scientific meeting in Sydney entitled “Making 
Babies in the 21st Century: Can we do it better”. Council encourages all members to 
participate in this event and to drum up support from their institutions and colleagues for 
this timely publication of the urgent need by government and funding agencies to invest 
in reproductive research. The event will feature NSW scientist of the Year Laureate 
Professor John Aitken, Chair of Family Planning Association Ms Jodie MacKay and 
Head of IVF Australia Professor Peter Illingworth and will be hosted by TV health 
reporter Gaby Rogers.  
Council Executive committee has formulated a draft strategic plan to enable Council to 
foster career advancement for junior members of the society and national and 
international exposure for our emerging research leaders. This will be available to the 
membership at the upcoming AGM and is designed to help members realise their 
potential against a backdrop of restricted research funding and significant financial cuts 
to the higher education sector. 
Thanks are due for the outstanding efforts of several members of Council. Our Secretary 
Jane Girling will be retiring at the upcoming AGM. Jane has initiated and driven to 
completion many changes in SRB and has been tireless in promoting and supporting the 
society. Her contribution has been invaluable and deeply appreciated.  
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Three Council members also retire in August. Larry Chamley has served as Membership 
secretary. He played the leading role in the formulation of the SRB Fellowships and also 
in this role instigated and chaired the ECR exchange grant committee – which have 
enlarged and invigorated the society.  Charles Allan served as chair of POC for 
2010-2012 annual scientific meetings and as LOC for the WCRB 2011 in Cairns – 
amongst the most successful of the society meetings. In 2010 and 2013 he was a 
member of the LOC in Sydney and we look forward to enjoying his hospitality in August. 
Sarah Meacham retires as Publicity secretary – she has spearheaded our outreach 
activities to both public and politician’s in Science Meets Parliament – an essential role in 
our endeavours to retain traction with funding agencies.  Council sends our sincere 
thanks for all their hard work and significant efforts in supporting and promoting the 
Society. 
Nominations are sought for the Secretary and four new Ordinary Council members’ 
positions – due with the secretariat by 14th June. All potential candidates are encouraged 
to approach myself and/or Jane Girling for information. 
Kind regards 

Eileen	  
SRB President 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
The Society’s assets continue to grow and are in a very healthy financial position.  Net 
assets as of March 31 2013 were $350,371. Cash in bank at the same time was 
$125,200.  Profit return to SRB from the Annual meeting at the Gold Coast 2012 was 
$28,261.82 received in November 2012.  This was a great result for the Society. 
With the Annual Meeting in Sydney quickly advancing on us, can I remind all students 
and ECRs about the subsidies available to attend.  Firstly, student members are eligible 
for a travel subsidy.  This is based on airfare pricing from each of the major centres, 
including New Zealand.  Early career researchers are eligible to a $200 registration 
subsidy.  Please see the website for details. 
 
Jeremy Thompson 
SRB Treasurer 
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Secretary’s Report 
The SRB Council has been very busy lately with various new initiatives and the ongoing 
development of a strategic plan for the Society.  Our discussions have included the 
Society’s branding.  I hope you all like our new logo!  We continue to update and 
improve our website.  You can now access all the previous conference proceedings and 
we have provided biographies and photos of our SRB Fellows.  The next project is to 
celebrate our Life Members by providing biographical information online – look out for 
this update in the not too distant future.   
If you have any suggestions for the website, please don’t hesitate to contact one of the 
Council members.  
This is my final newsletter as SRB Secretary. I can’t believe the three years are almost 
over.  I would like to take the opportunity to say thank you to all SRB members for your 
support, in particular thanks to Exec members Mark Hedger, Rick Nicholson, Eileen 
McLaughlin and Jeremy Thompson who have helped make the job of Secretary so 
rewarding.  SRB is currently in a positive and enthusiastic position and I look forward to 
watching its ongoing success.  Best wishes all! 
Many thanks are also due to other outgoing Council Members: Charles Allan, Larry 
Chamley and Sarah Meachem.  Thanks for all your effort and support of SRB.  
If you are considering standing for Council, don’t forget that the deadline for nominations 
is Friday June 14th.  If you would like any further information, don’t hesitate to contact 
myself or Eileen.  
I hope to see you all at our Annual Scientific Meeting in August.  The POC have put 
together an exciting program.  Don’t forget our SRB Annual General Meeting: Monday 
26th August, 1.30pm. 
Thanks everyone! 
 
Jane Girling 
SRB Secretary 
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ESA-SRB Annual Scientific Meeting 
The Annual Scientific Meeting of the Endocrine Society of Australia and the Society for 
Reproductive Biology 2013 will be held from 25th - 28th August at the Sydney 
Convention & Exhibition Centre. The Program Organising Committees are pleased to 
announce that the complete invited speaker list now available on the website.  This joint 
conference will showcase the breadth of Reproductive Biology and Endocrinology 
research occurring within Australia and around the world.  
SRB symposia themes include "Reproductive biology of marsupial & non-mammalian 
species"; "Mitochondria: powering gametes and embryos"; "Elucidating the causes of 
Infertility"; "The placenta and pregnancy outcome"; and “Aging, hormones, and fertility”.  
Featured plenary speakers include Prof. Susan Fisher, from the University of California-
San Francisco, who is the 2013 SRB President's lecturer, and Prof. Sarah Robertson, 
from the University of Adelaide, who will present the 2013 SRB Founder's Lecture. SRB 
is also hosting two clinician-scientists for the 2013 meeting, Dr. David L. Keefe, from the 
New York University School of Medicine, and Prof. Frank Broekmans, from the 
University Medical Centre-Ultrecht (Netherlands). 

***NEW for the 2013 SRB annual meeting***  
1.“Making Babies in the 21st Century: We need to do it better’ is a special symposium for 
the general public as well as conference attendees that will highlight critical issues in 
reproductive health and exciting advances in reproductive biology. Speakers: Prof. John 
Aitken (Univ. Newcastle; NSW Scientist of the Year); Assoc. Prof. Peter Illingworth 
(Medical Director IVFAustralia; Past-President Fertility Society of Australia); Jodi McKay 
(Family Planning NSW; Former  Member of Parliament and Minister for Science and 
Medical Research); Dr Sarah Meachem (Public Relations Officer, Society for 
Reproductive Biology; Past-President Australian Society for Medical Research).    
Sunday August 25, 1:00 p.m.  
2. UK Society for Reproduction and Fertility (SRF) Exchange. The winner of the 2013 
SRB David Healy New Investigator award will travel to Edinburgh to present at the 2014 
SRF annual meeting and also attend the 2014 World Congress of Reproductive Biology! 
3. Networking on the harbour. This year, the Student & Scholar function is an evening 
cruise of the beautiful Sydney Harbour. Attendees may also choose to participate in 
'Speed-Networking' in which students, ECRs, and researchers at all stages of their 
careers meet new colleagues every 3 minutes. Don't miss this chance to enjoy the 
spectacular Sydney skyline whilst forging new collaborative links! 
We look forward to seeing you in Sydney! 
Rebecca Robker  and Kaye Stenvers (SRB POC Co-chairs) 
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SRB Plenary speaker profile 
 

 

 

 
 

Sarah Robertson 
This year’s SRB Founder's Lecturer is Professor Sarah 
Robertson, NHMRC Principal Research Fellow and Co-Director 
of the Research Centre for Reproductive Health, Robinson 
Institute, University of Adelaide, South Australia. 

Prof. Robertson's research focus is the peri-conceptional environment and early 
pregnancy, particularly the immunology of embryo implantation and the consequences of 
this for programming later fetal development and health after birth. She will speak on the 
topic “The immune response and reproduction – it’s partnership, not conflict” 
encompassing the breath of insights from two decades of exploring how the female 
immune response exerts executive control over reproductive processes in the uterus and 
ovary to maximise reproductive investment and ensure healthy conception, implantation 
and pregnancy success. 
	  

Susan Fisher 
This year’s SRB President's Lecturer is Professor Susan Fisher, 
Director of the Translational Research in Perinatal Biology and 
Medicine program in the Department of Obstretics, Gynecology, 
and Reproductive Sciences, at UCSF, California, USA.  

Prof. Fisher’s work has laid the foundations for our current understanding of the 
mechanisms of placentation. In particular her research has generated key findings in 
trophoblast cell biology, stem cells, and the role of a low-oxygen environment in 
regulating cellular differentiation. Recently, her laboratory has identified functional roles 
for immune cells in establishing the maternal-fetal interface as well as discovered 
mechanisms by which malarial infection impacts placental cell adhesion. She has also 
applied her skills in mass spectrometry and glycobiology to biomarker discovery in 
cancer. Her work studying the mechanisms used by the trophoblast cells of the human 
placenta to invade the uterus during normal pregnancy has far-reaching implications for 
fetal development, stem cell biology and migratory mechanisms regulating cancer.  
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Awards 

Don't forget to apply for one of the many great SRB and ESA presentation awards on 
offer when you submit your abstract! Cash awards of $500-$3000 are available! 
Students & ECRS: SRB would like highlight the availability of SRB Student Travel Grants 
and SRB Early Career Researcher (ECR) Registration Subsidies. All students/ECRs 
who are financial members of SRB or who have applied to be members are eligible to 
apply for these grants to attend the Annual Scientific Conference. 
Spruce up your CV! SRB also encourages all eligible members to apply for the awards at 
the annual conference. Please note that there are changes to the eligibility criteria for the 
following awards below: 
•    Newcastle Reproduction  
     Emerging Research Leader Award ($1000) 
•    SRB RCRH/Robinson Institute Award  
     for Excellence in Reproductive Biology ($3000)  
•    SRB David Healy New Investigator Award ($1000) 
     sponsored by Monash University Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology 
•    Oozoa Student Award ($500) 
•    Meat and Livestock Australia New Scientist Award ($3000) 
•    SRB early-career poster Award ($500) 
•    SRB mid-career poster Award ($500) 
•    ANZPRA New Investigator Award ($500) 
For details on how to apply for these awards, as well as our generous student and early 
career travel awards, please visit the SRB website (http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/
travel-grants-and-awards).	  

Abstract	  and	  award	  applica/on	  deadline	  is	  June	  7	  
For	  details,	  visit	  www.esa-‐srb.org.au/ 

A great award just got even better!    
The SRB David Healy New Investigator Award, sponsored by the Monash University 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology is a $1000 cash prize for the best oral 
presentation at the SRB annual scientific meeting by a postgraduate student or ECR (<2 
years post-degree). SRB is pleased to announce a new exchange agreement with the 
Society for Reproduction and Fertility UK whereby the winner of the 2013 SRB David 
Healy New Investigator award will travel to the UK to attend the 2014 SRF annual 
meeting and the 2014 World Congress of Reproductive Biology!  
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Students and ECRs 
We have been busy planning and organising two exciting functions for you at this years 
Annual Meeting in Sydney. These functions provide you with an opportunity to expand 
your scientific and mentoring networks. We encourage all students to attend, you can 
register for these functions on the conference registration page. 
The first is Networking on a boat! This year, the Student & Scholar 'Meeting of the Minds' 
function is an evening cruise of the beautiful Sydney Harbour and will feature a fun, 
relaxed (opt-in only) 'Speed-Networking' event whereby students, ECRs, and 
researchers at all stages of their careers are encouraged to meet new people in 3 minute 
bursts. Don't miss this chance to enjoy the spectacular Sydney skyline whilst forging new 
collaborative links!  
The second is Networking over lunch! We have transformed the usual 'Meet the 
Professor' luncheon for students and ECRs into a  'Strategies for success – for the next 
generation of scientists' session. This session will feature both junior and senior 
researchers to answer your questions about career development in a relaxed, 
moderated environment with a free lunch. 
The SRB Facebook page now has over 50 likes! If you haven't already 'liked’ the page, 
please do so by following this link:  
https://www.facebook.com/SocietyOfReproductiveBiology to be kept up-to-date on all 
awards, travel grants, and upcoming conference details. 
Jenna and Amy 
SRB Council Student Representatives 
 

In Other News….. 
ESA-SRB is going paper free! 
In a move to be more environmentally friendly this year the conference proceedings for 
the Annual ESA-SRB joint scientific meeting will only be available online. A hard copy of 
the programme outline will be available at the conference and an full electronic copy will 
be emailed to all registrants prior to the meeting. 
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Don’t Forget…. 
SRB is on Facebook (search Australian Society of 
Reproductive Biology) and the ESA/SRB conference also has a 
Twitter account (@ESASRB). 
If you have Facebook and/or Twitter please 'like'/'follow' us! 
Both sources will have updates regarding the upcoming ESA/
SRB conference. 
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Past Conference Proceedings 
All of the past conference proceedings are now available on the SRB website – Take a 
trip down memory lane….This is from the very first SRB meeting in 1968. 
Some of you may notice that there are no proceedings for 1996. The 1996 meeting was 
cancelled and replaced by ICAR.  ASRB, of course, sponsored ICAR and it was decided 
that we couldn’t sustain 2 meetings in a year.  SRB held its business meeting and Junior 
Scientist competition (won by Simon Robinson) on the Thursday afternoon after ICAR 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduction, Fertility and Development 
Reproduction, Fertility and Development is the official journal of the Society of 
Reproductive Biology. Published eight times a year, it features high-quality research on 
all scientific aspects of reproduction and development, including reproductive 
technologies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To read these and other articles in Reproduction, Fertility and Development, visit the 
journal’s website at www.publish.csiro.au/journals/rfd. 
To submit your own high-quality research to Reproduction, Fertility and Development, 
follow the Instructions to Authors at www.publish.csiro.au/journals/rfd. Authors can 
expect the first decision after peer review within 5 weeks (on average), and accepted 
papers are published online before print. There are no page charges, and colour is free 
online and in PDFs. 
 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY
FOR REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY

INAUGURAL ONE-DAY MEETING, 20th AUGUST 1968

Held at C.S.I.R.O., Division of Animal Physiology,
Ian Clunies Ross Animal Research Laboratory, Prospect,

N.S.W., Australia
Edited on behalf of the Society by

B. P. SETCHELL, K. W. CLELAND and T. J. ROBINSON

Chairman: Dr G. A. ALEXANDER

Ovarian blood flow in sheep during the oestrous cycle. P. E. Mattner.
C.S.I.R.O. Division of Animal Physiology, Prospect, N.S.W.
Blood was collected from both ovaries simultaneously in anaesthetized ewes

by inserting a large bore polyvinyl catheter into each utero-ovarian vein.
The tributaries of the utero-ovarian veins, excepting the ovarian veins, were
ligated. Blood-flow rates from the ovulatory and the non-ovulatory ovaries
were similar at each stage of the oestrous cycle and varied cyclically. The rates
were elevated during the luteal stage of the cycle and were low near oestrus.
Secretion of oestradiol-17\g=b\continued throughout the oestrous cycle with peaks
of output occurring at oestrus and at the end of the luteal phase. It appears
that either a humoral or a nervous control mechanism determines the blood
flow of the ovaries and over-rides any local effects of a corpus luteum. Control
of ovarian bloodflow through the level of progesterone circulating in the blood
may be indicated.

Progesterone concentration in peripheral and ovarian vein plasma of
ruminants. G. D. Thorburn and D. Nicol. C.S.I.R.O. Division of Animal
Physiology, Prospect, N.S.W.
The control of the oestrous cycle in the ewe. J. M. Brown, K. J. Catt,
I. A. Cumming, J. R. Goding, C. C. Kaltenbach and B. J. Mole. Department
of Physiology, University of Melbourne, Victoria.
The effect of sexovid and clomiphene on blood LH levels in women.
H. M. Carey. Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University of N.S.W.,
Sydney, N.S.W.
Luteinizing hormone in humans. L. Lazarus. St. Vincents Hospital, Sydney,
N.S.W.

385

The June issue begins with a review on the benefits of 
vitrification and the obstacles hindering its general 
acceptance. The rest of the issue includes research 
articles describing the effect of maternal diet on the risk 
of metabolic diseases in offspring; the adverse effects 
of drugs, including natural medicines, during gestation 
on the sexual competency of offspring; confirmation 
that spermatozoa contain an abundance of mRNA, 
suggesting a possible use as a marker of sperm quality 
in the pig; and the discovery of adult germ cells in the 
ovaries of three phyllostomid bat species, suggesting 
the possibility of germline self-renewal.  



Would you like to be on the SRB Council? 
Call for Nominations for Secretary (2013 – 2016)  
Nominations are invited for the position of Secretary of the Society of Reproductive 
Biology. All members of the Society are eligible for the position. The successful 
candidate will serve as Secretary until the 2016 Annual General Meeting of the Society. 
The Secretary is expected to attend all Executive and Council meetings. A duty 
statement outlining the responsibilities of the Secretary is attached. 
 
Call for Nominations for Ordinary Council Member (2013 – 2016)  
Nominations are invited for four Ordinary Council Members. All members of the Society 
are eligible for the position. The new Council Members will take up their positions after 
the Annual General Meeting of the Society in August 2013 for a period of three years. 
  
To nominate a candidate for election (either Secretary or Ordinary Council Member), you 
must be a current member of the Society. Please complete the nomination form, which 
requires the signature of the nominee accepting nomination, together with a one 
paragraph biographical outline of the nominee, and post to the SRB Returning Officer as 
per the instructions on the nomination form.  A receipt of nomination will be emailed once 
the nomination form is received by the Returning Officer. A ballot will be conducted if 
there are two nominations or more. Nomination forms are available on the SRB 
webpage: www.srb.org.au/nominations-for-council 

Nominations are due by close of business on Friday 14th June 
2013. 

 

Call for Nominations for Life Membership 
SRB Council is requesting members to nominate retired or about to retire SRB members 
for consideration for Life Membership, who have made: 
1. Contributions to the Society over a substantial period of time 
2. Major contributions to the Science of our Discipline 
3. Major contributions to our Discipline in other ways 
Please send your nomination to the Secretary (SocietyReproductiveBiology@gmail.com) 
including a paragraph addressing the above criteria by Friday 21 June, 2013. 
Please also submit a short biography (100-150 words) and photo (with the approval of 
the nominee), which will be included on the SRB website if the nomination is successful. 
An acknowledgment email will be sent on successful receipt of the nomination. 
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Congratulations to our members! 
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John’s selection as NSW Scientist of the Year is particularly for resolving the question of 
male infertility through the introduction of a free radical theory, which highlights the 
unique susceptibility of spermatozoa to oxidative attack. Out of this research John has 
developed methods for diagnosing oxidative stress in male infertility patients and 
improving the safety of ART through the development of a novel electrophoretic sperm 
isolation device in partnership with biotech company Nusep. In addition John's great 
work has resulted in widespread applications with health, environmental and economic 
benefits.  

NSW Scientist of the Year 2012  - John Aitken 
John Aitken is Laureate Professor of Biological Sciences, Co-
Director of the Priority Research Centre for Reproductive 
Sciences at the University of Newcastle and Director of the 
ARC Centre of Excellence in Biotechnology and Development. 
John’s research career has been devoted to reproductive 
science and has resulted in highly significant contributions to 
science and society at large. John is also a Fellow of the 
Society for Reproductive Biology. 
In 2011 John was elected to the Australian Academy of 
Science and in 2012 was awarded the Simmet Prize, an 
honour bestowed every four years by the International 
Congress on Animal Reproduction for contributions to 
reproductive technology in animals.  

Victorian Tall Poppy of the Year 2012   
Tu’uhevaha Kaitu’u-Lino 
Dr Tu’uhevaha is a postdoctoral Fellow at the Mercy 
Hospital for Women. This prestigious award acknowledges 
both her research achievements in the field of women’s 
health as well as her excellence and passion in 
communication and community engagement to promote 
understanding and engagement in science. Dr Kaitu’u-
Lino’s research focuses on developing new drug targets to 
treat women with preeclampsia.    
 
For further information about this award, please see the 
Australian institute of Policy and Science website 
(www.aips.net.au). 
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SRB/Council 2012/13 
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Elected	  

President	   Eileen	  McLaughlin	  

Secretary	   Jane	  Girling	  

Treasurer	   Jeremy	  Thompson	  

Ordinary	  Members	  

POC	  Co-‐Chair	   Rebecca	  Robker	  

Membership	  PorTolio	   Larry	  Chamley	  

Public	  RelaUons	   Sarah	  Meacham	  

Awards	  Commi*ee	  Chair	   Eva	  Dimitriadis	  

Newsle*er	  Publisher	   Kirsty	  Pringle	  

Sponsorship	   Jeremy	  Smith	  

Charles	  Allan	  

Ad-‐hoc	  Commi@ee	  Members	  

Early	  Career	  RepresentaUves	   Ellen	  Menkhorst	  
Jonathan	  McGuane	  

Student	  RepresentaUves	   Jenna	  Haverfield	  
Amy	  Winship	  

POC	  Co-‐Chair	   Kaye	  Stenvers	  
Rebecca	  Robker	  

WCRB	   Kate	  Loveland	  

Want	  to	  include	  something	  in	  our	  next	  newsle@er?	  	  
Please	  email	  Kirsty	  Pringle:	  kirsty.pringle@newcastle.edu.au	  

SOCIETY	  FOR	  REPRODUCTIVE	  BIOLOGY	  Inc	  	  
Secretariat:	  ASN	  Events	  Pty	  Ltd,	  PO	  Box	  200,	  Balnarring	  VIC	  3926	  Australia	  

Tel:	  +61	  3	  5983	  2400	  	  fax:	  +61	  3	  5983	  2223	  
email:	  hp@events.net.au	  	  web:	  www.srb.org.au	  

Secretary:	  Jane	  Girling	  email:	  SocietyReproducUveBiology@gmail.com	  


