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President’s report

Mark Hedger
These are interesting times for Reproductive Biology. Our discipline faces the challenge of 

maintaining relevance and vigour, when much cutting-edge research championed by 

reproductive biologists, such as assisted reproduction, cloning, sex selection and stem cell 

biology, has already entered the mainstream. While we should be proud of our past 

successes, and must continue to champion our technologies within the wider society, we 

must also continue to seek out and embrace the opportunities of the future. This is how we 

shall continue to be a presence internationally and a voice for national policy. Accordingly, 

your Council has decided to make it a priority in its coming term to look critically at the future 

directions of the Society, and its evolving role as we approach the second decade of the 21st

Century.  

Among other issues, we shall be looking at the issues or recruitment and retention of our 

members, the development of the next generation of reproductive scientists, and the needs 

and expectations of our diverse stakeholders. We shall look at ways to build our existing 

relationship with traditional partners such as the ESA, but also to develop or expand 

relationships with the smaller specialist societies, who should think of the SRB as both their 

partner and their natural home. Fortunately, the continuing health of our Society is secured 

by rising membership numbers and record attendances at our Annual Conference, and the 

fact that the last few elections for positions on Council have been so actively contested. It is a 

credit to the previous Council and the outgoing President, Mike Holland. I thank Mike and the 

Council for providing me with a Society that in such a strong corporate and financial shape, 

having come through the Economic crisis largely undamaged. 

There are a couple of exciting events that the Society will be hosting in the near future, which  

I would like to highlight. First of all, the SRB will be hosting the next World Congress of 

Reproductive Biology in 2011. The previous WCRB held in Hawaii in 2008 was a great 

scientific success, and we look forward to our colleagues from around the world joining with 

us again, this time in Cairns. We shall be running the Congress back to back with the SRB 

Annual Conference, so it should a unique and exciting AGM in 2011. Next year, as an entree, 

the Society is also supporting another major international meeting, the International 

Congress of Reproductive Immunology, in August in Palm Cove. I encourage all members to 

support these two major international Reproduction Conferences as warmly as they support 

our AGM. 

I look forward to serving the Society, cheerfully accept the challenges of the future and look 

forward to hearing input and ideas from all members.



Treasurers report

Sarah Robertson 

2008/2009 Audit 

The 2008/2009 audit has been completed and 

approved by the SRB Council. 

The total equity (net assets) at 30 June 2009 was 

$267,113 ($274,110 at 30 June 2008, $263,942 at 30 

June 2007, $212,706 at 30 June 2006). 

Cash in bank is $206,953 at 30 June 2009 ($197,865 

at 30 June 2008, $161,093 at 30 June 2007). 

Investments at market value are $53,942 at 30 June 

2009 ($72,037 at 30 June 2008, $97,439 at 30 June 

2007). 

2008/2009 Income and Expenditure 

Income: 

Income in 2009 ($38,412) was stable compared with 

2008 ($38,556) but considerably less than in 2007, 

almost wholly attributable to the ongoing adverse 

world financial environment. 

Operating expenses: 

Operating expenses for 2009 are $45,409 ($28,938 in 

2008). The increase is largely due to increased 

payment of Society awards and several overdue 2007 

awards. There has been a steady increase in the costs 

of running the Society since 2006, largely due to 

increased costs of abstracts, as well as administration 

costs to ASN and Council meeting expenses, and 

student travel awards.

Market Value of Investments 

The market value of SRB managed investments 

reduced in combined market value to $53,942 

($72,037 in 2008, $97,439 in 2007). This comprises 

MLC Australian Share Fund ($43,701) and Colonial 

First State Managed Investment Fund ($10,242). The 

loss in value is in line with deteriorating investment 

performance across the Australian financial market 

for the period.

Financial Advice and Investment Switch 

Financial advice and a revised financial plan was 

sought in March 2009 from Gant Financial 

Management (Adelaide). The advice was (1) to retain 

the MLC Australian Share Fund, anticipating recovery 

in the Australian share market as the financial market 

improves, and (2) to sell down the CFS Property 

Security Fund and allocate these funds to CFS Cash 

Fund, in order to protect the capital from further 

anticipated losses in the property sector. It is 

recommended that invest- ments are reviewed over 

the coming months. 

Interest and Distribution from Investment Funds 

Income from interest and distributions was $10,793 

($10,566 in 2008). This includes interest from cash in 

the SRB account held at the ASN National Australia 

Bank Account and distributions from investments 

funds. 

Membership 

Membership subscriptions are steady for the 2009 

financial year at $18,756 ($21,473 in 2008, $12,695 

in 2007). 

Student Travel Grants for 2009 meeting 

The Society received 21 applications for Student 

Travel Awards for the 2009 annual conference (27 in 

2008). Ongoing commitment to provide 100% airfare 

support will help to maintain and build our student 

membership. 

TJ Robinson Fund 

The TJ Robinson Fund is held as part of the SRB 

investment fund to provide support for an early 

career researcher to attend ICAR (every 4 years). 

Travel support was paid to Katherine Morton, winner 

of the TJ Robinson award to attend ICAR in 2008. 

Membership Fees 

SRB membership fees have not increased since 

before 2004 and the shortfall between subscription 

income and cost of running the society is increasing. 

Our fees are well below current rates for similar 

societies. The SRB financial plan (2006) clearly 

indicates that membership rates should reflect the 

cost of running the Society. A 25% increase in 

membership fees is proposed for 2009/2010. It is 

recommended that in future, membership fees are 

reviewed at least every three years. 

Secretariat Support 

The administrative support from Mike Pickford, 

Jacqui Austin and Rhonda Fincham at ASN Events, 

Pty Ltd has made the task of being SRB Treasurer 

straightforward and manageable. I would like to 

thank those people for their excellent professional 

service and helpful support over my term as SRB 

Treasurer. 

Outgoing President 

(Mike Holland) and 

Treasurer (Sarah 

Robertson), with SRB 

Secretary Chris 

Grupen (centre)



Elected Members

President Mark Hedger

Secretary Chris Grupen

Treasurer Richard Nicholson

Ordinary Members

POC Co-Chair Eileen McLaughlin

Sponsorship Wendy Ingman

Membership Larry Chamley 

Susan Jones

Co-opted Members

POC Co-Chair Charles Allan

LOC Chair Roslyn Bathgate

Awards Committee Chair Eva Dimitriadis

Publicity Sarah Meachem

Communications David Sharkey

RFD Journals Publisher Camilla Myers

Newsletter Megan Mitchell

Student Rep Peter Nicholls

Student Rep Louie Ye

2. Secretariat

Council again thanks ASN for their excellent service to the Society. Many thanks to Mike Pickford for 

his administrative support and the great job he’s done in organizing the Annual Meeting. Thanks also 

to Heather Prowd for the numerous tasks she has performed throughout the year, including emailing 

the SRB News Bulletins, acting as the Returning Officer for the Council elections, and maintaining the 

membership database.

Secretary’s Report

Chris Grupen

1. SRB Council

Following election to the position of President-Elect in January, and with the term of the President 

ending at this meeting, Mark Hedger takes over from Mike Holland as President of the Society. It’s 

been fantastic working with Mike and on behalf of Council I gratefully acknowledge the enormous 

contribution he has made. I also look forward to working with Mark to continue the great work Mike 

has done – ensuring the Society continues to grow and championing the study of reproductive biology 

in Australasia.

This year also sees Sarah Robertson’s term as Treasurer come to an end. Her contribution to Council 

has been outstanding and our meetings just won’t be the same without her! The current global 

financial crisis has certainly made Sarah’s task as Treasurer more arduous, but she leaves with the 

Society’s finances still in good shape.

Nominations were called for a new Treasurer and I am pleased to announce that following the 

nomination of Prof Rick Nicholson, of the Mothers & Babies Research Centre at the John Hunter 

Hospital in Newcastle, he was elected unopposed. Council welcomes Rick and will endeavour to make 

the transition as smooth as possible as he takes over the duties of this very important position.

Many thanks to Darryl Russell, who has done a superb job as POC Chair and put together another 

excellent scientific programme. Darryl will hand over the duties of POC Chair to Eileen McLaughlin for 

the 2010 SRB Annual Meeting in Sydney. Council decided that it was necessary for the POC Chair to 

also oversee the Awards Committee, which Eileen currently chairs. It was therefore considered 

appropriate to have Co-chairs share the combined duties. Council has proposed to co-opt another 

member for this shared role.

Finally, I’d like to thank Rob Gilchrist for the brilliant job he has done as LOC Chair, and all the 

continuing and co-opted Council Members for their contributions throughout the year.

2009/2010 Council



3. Membership

The total number of members at August 19th, 2009, was 266, almost identical to the total last year 

(264), which was a record following steady increases since 2005. The number of ordinary subscriptions 

increased marginally, but this was offset by a decrease in the number of student subscriptions. There 

was a large number of lapsed subscriptions (86), indicating that more needs to be done to encourage 

membership renewal, especially by students. Council is currently looking for someone to oversee the 

Membership Portfolio and actively chase up lapsed members and recruit new members 

2009 subscriptions:

Student members 7

New student members 55

Ordinary members 103

Ordinary members (3 year subscription) 41

New ordinary members 29

Overseas members 11

Age-retired members 9

Life members 11

Total members (2009) 266

Total members (2008) 264

Total members (2007) 241

Total members (2006) 214

Total members (2005) 184

4. Life Members

Following the call for SRB Life Member nominations, two outstanding nominees were put forward:

A/Prof Peter Kaye (retired), of the Department of Physiology at the University of Queensland

Prof John Hearn, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (International) at the University of Sydney

Both nominees have had distinguished careers in reproductive biology, have been long time 

supporters of the Society and have made invaluable contributions through their service. 

As part of the Society’s 40th anniversary celebrations, Council Members agreed it was appropriate to 

acknowledge the significant contributions of the Society’s Foundation Members with offers of Life 

Membership. Foundation Members who were able to be contacted and who accepted nomination are 

Colin Nancarrow, Bernie Bindon, Jock Findlay, Beth Crichton, Laurie Piper, Barrie Restall, Marilyn 

Renfree, Alan Blackshaw and Rex Scaramuzzi.

Call for Program Suggestions
2010 SRB Annual Scientific Conference

To be held in conjunction with ESA

29th August - 1st September 2010

Sydney Convention Centre

The Program Organizing Committee is now seeking suggestions from SRB Society members on potential 

program content for 2010.  Please communicate potential symposium topics and speakers to the co-POC 

Chairs:  Eileen.McLaughlin@newcastle.edu.au and charles@med.usyd.edu.au.



SRB Sponsorship Portfolio Report

Wendy Ingman

In 2009 we received a total of $15,000 in sponsorship for awards and lectures at the annual meeting. A 

big thank you to our sponsors:

Research Centre for Reproductive Health, University of Adelaide 

Meat and Livestock Australia 

Reproduction, Fertility and Development 

Centre for Reproduction and Genomics 

Oozoa Biomedical 

Network of Genes and Environment in Development 

Centre for Early Origins of Adult Disease, University of Adelaide 

Stem Cell Centre, University of Adelaide

Without the support of our sponsors we would not be able to offer awards to our new and 

established investigators, that are of such benefit to research careers. If any of our members come in 

contact with these sponsoring companies, it would really help to give them a personal thankyou and 

acknowledge the support they give our Society. We also thank Peter Lehmann winery for providing 

premium Barossa Valley wine for the SRB 40th birthday dinner, I'm sure everyone who attended will 

agree the great wine was a very enjoyable part of a great evening!

Plenary Lecturers for the 2010 SRB Annual Scientific Meeting in Sydney

It is with great pleasure that the SRB Council announces the 

2010 Founders Lecture will be presented by 
Prof Renee Reijo-Pera from the Center for Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research and 

Education at Stanford University

and the 2010 RFD Award Lecture will be presented by 
Prof David Handelsman from the ANZAC Research Institute at the University of 

Sydney. 
Both were elected from a strong field of excellent nominees.

The Founders and RFD Award Lectures are the Society’s two key plenary lectures and 
will be presented at the Annual Scientific Meeting, being held August 29th to 

September 1st, 2010, at the Sydney Convention Centre.



Program Organising Committee

Darryl Russell 

My sincere thanks to the Program Organising 

Committee who all contributed invaluably 

to the programming of symposium topics 

and speaker invitations, abstract 

reviewing. 

Thanks also to Mike Pickford, Dani White and 

the rest of the ASN staff who have 

provided fantastic support throughout the 

process of program organisation. Adelaide 

2009 Conference features:

� 3 Plenary presentations

Lois Salamonsen, PHIMR.  Founders Lecture

Fulvio Gandolfi, University of Milano.  RF&D 

Award Lecture

Rebecca Simmons,  University of Pennsylvania.  

Joint SRB & ADS session

� Trainee Workshop, Science 

communication and writing conducted by 

Professor Graeme Martin, University of 

Western Australia

� 3 SRB Symposia

Stem cells in reproduction

Immune-Reproductive System Interactions in 

Mother Father and Baby

Sperm and male Reproductive Function

� SRB/ESA joint Symposium:  Reproductive 

Cancers

� SRB/ADS joint Symposium:  Diet and 

inherited characteristics

� New Investigator Finalist Session

� Meat and Livestock Australia New 

Investigator Award

� SRB-RCRH Award for Excellence in 

Reproductive Biology Research

� Oozoa Awards for male and female 

gamete biology

� 2 Centre for Reproduction and Genomics 

Poster awards for New and Established 

Investigators

� Joint SRB/ESA Female Reproduction and 

Male Reproduction Sessions

� 10 Oral free communication sessions 

featuring a total of 84 oral presentations

� 1 Poster session featuring 35 presentations 

(30% of total) 

In 2009 for the first time the conference 

program ran from its traditional start time 

on Sunday afternoon through to 5pm on 

Wednesday afternoon, allowing for most 

of the rising number of submissions to be 

presented as oral presentations with a 10 

minute talk, + 5 minute questions format.  

This also permitted inclusion of an 

additional plenary session which this year 

was a joint session with the Australian 

Diabetes Society on Developmental Origins 

of Diabetes.  The theme of Influence of 

Diet on inherited Characteristics was 

continued throughout the Wednesday 

program of SRB in conjunction with ESA 

and ADS.

A total of 119 abstracts were submitted and 

accepted, this continues the trend towards 

increasing participation when compared to 

128 in Melbourne 2008, 110 in 

Christchurch 2007 and 106 in Gold Coast 

2006.

Abstracts will be published as an online 

supplement of Reproduction Fertility and 

Development immediately after the 

meeting (26/08/2009) making them 

searchable online and citable.



SRB Publicity Report

Sarah Meachem

Update in brief

1. Media Relations

All SRB abstracts were sent to Sophie Scott, the 
ABC TV reporter. She can make a story 
go to TV, Radio or Print and she is our 
best bet. 

Emails were also sent to a couple of SA based 
researchers as their stories had public 
interest.

Future considerations for the media relations 
portfolio.

- a small budget is sought to enhance 
our chances to attract media attention

- join AAP with an annual subscription of 
$500-this is were media releases are 
posted and journals go to see what's 
happening.

-consider paying a budding SRB scientist 
with an interest in science 
communication to help write media 
releases

2. Raising the profile of Reproduction at the 
political, scientific and public level 

Council needs to consider the importance of 
this.

Clearly little funds go into reproduction(this is 
true at a global level).

All levels of the community do not understand 
its importance- political, public or scientific.

There is hardly any economic modelling of 
reproductive disorders, little information 
about our workforce and the future 
challenges this country faces.

Whether SRB would take this on alone(I 

suggest not) or with other stakeholders 

from professional societies and 

organisations and specialist interest groups 

needs to be considered.

I believe 'reproduction' doesn't have a voice in 
this country. And perhaps SRB should play 
a role in bridging this gap.

These are just a few issues to consider. I am 
very happy to elaborate and feel I could 
provide my experience in having such 
matters progressed.

SRB Local Organising Committee

Rob Gilchrist

Committee: Wendy Ingman, Hannah Brown, 
Alison Care, Wei-Ching Kong and Darryl 
Russell.

The organisation of the conference went very 
smoothly, mainly due to the very efficient 
and excellent service provided by ASN.  
Thanks also to all on the LOC committee 
for an excellent job.

Registrations and Income:

As of 21/8/2009 we (SRB/ESA) had a total of 660 

registrations, including trade and a small 

number of day registrations.  Of these 

~150-160 were SRB registrations, making 

up ~1/3 of total non-trade registrations.  

Total trade and sponsorship was over 

target.  

Pre-Conference TGFβ workshop:

This was held on Sunday 23/8/2009 prior to the 
main program commencing, at the 
Medical School, RCRH, University of 
Adelaide. There were 43 registrations, 
with14 oral presentations and a panel 
discussion.  Registration was free.  The 
event was sponsored by SRB and by RCRH.

SRB 40th Birthday Celebratory Dinner

This was an important event celebrated at the 
historic Adelaide Oval.  The event was 
sold out with 80 tickets sold and wine was 
generously donated by Peter Lehmann 
Wines.  A special thanks to Wendy Ingman 
for this event.

Student and Supervisor BBQ:

A total of 100 tickets were sold.  The numbers 
were perhaps a little lower than they 
could be and in future years, the Society 
may wish to consider renaming this event 
to make it clearer that this is open to all 
delegates and is simply an informal 
evening to socialise. Thanks to Hannah 
Brown & Ali Care for looking after this 
event.

Conference Dinner:

This was held at the National Wine Centre and 
was well attended with around 300 
guests.



Finalists for the 2009 SRB New 
Investigator Award, (from L to R): 

front Hassan Bakos, Kara Gunter, 
Alison Care, Catherine Itman, 

Lakshi Guneshan, and back, 
Peter Nicholls, Matthew Dun.

The Reproduction Fertility and Development 

Award lecturer  Professor Fulvio Gandolfi  
(right) from the Department of Anatomy 

and Embryology at the University of Milano,  
with Outgoing SRB President Mike Holland.

Research Centre For Reproductive Health Mid-
Career Researcher Award went to Dr Rob Gilchrist 

of the Robinson Institute, Adelaide, pictured left, 
with the RCRH’s A/Prof Sarah Robertson

SRB Awards 2009 

SRB Founders Lecture for 2009 was 

given by Professor Lois Salamonsen 
(right) from Prince Henry’s Institute of 

Medical Research, Australia
Pictured with Mike Holland.



The Oozoa Student Award winner Hassan 

Bakos from the University of Adelaide.

Michael Holland presenting the SRB 

New Investigator Award to Alison Care, 
the Robinson Institute, Adelaide, for her 

presentation entitled; “Macrophages 
are essential for maintenance of early 

pregnancy through regulation of 
corpus luteum function” (left). 

Greg Anderson presenting 

the Centre for Reproduction 
and Genomics Student Award 

to Izza Tan (left) and Early 
Career Researcher Award to 

Dr Premila Paiva (right).

SRB Awards 2009 

Meat and Livestock 
Australia New Scientist 

Award was presented to 
Michael Bertoldo of 

University of Sydney, left, 
with Chris Grupen.



SRB 40th Anniversary Dinner

Adelaide Oval.



ESA-SRB Annual Dinner
National Wine Centre



ESA/SRB Student-Supervisor BBQ

Adelaide Rowing Club



2010 RFD AWARD LECTURER

Professor David Handelsman is the inaugural 

Professor/Director, ANZAC Research Institute (1998), 

heading its Andrology Laboratory and Head, Andrology 

Department, Concord Hospital. His expertise in male 

reproductive health, medicine and biology has involved 

research in basic, clinical, translational and public health 

domains. His recent research interests focus on 

physiology and pharmacology of androgens, including 

genetic mouse models of androgen action, hormonal 

regulation of the testis and prostate, sports doping 

detection, clinical applications and pharmacogenetics of

2010 FOUNDERS LECTURER

Renee A. Reijo-Pera, PhD, is professor of 

obstetrics and gynecology at Stanford 

University and Director of the Center for 

Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research and 

Education. Her research is aimed at 

understanding the genetics of human 

embryo growth and development, and in

androgens in hormonal male contraception, male ageing, chronic medical disorders and prostate 

disease. His background includes training in medicine (Univ of Melbourne), specialist training in 

Endocrinology (FRACP) and research (NHMRC Neil Hamilton Fairley Fellow, Wellcome Senior 

Research Fellow) and has worked in the USA, Australia and Germany. He has served on numerous 

research and health policy advisory bodies including WHO Human Reproduction Programme (1988-

1994) and the Board of Andrology Australia (Australian Centre of Excellence in Male Reproductive 

Health) (1999-present).

characterizing the basic properties of human embryonic stem cells, especially their ability to 

generate pluripotent stem cells, somatic cells and germ cells. Her early work resulted in 

identification of one of the first genes specifically implicated in human germ cell development. Dr. 

Reijo-Pera has received numerous awards throughout her career and was cited as one of America's 

twenty most influential women by Newsweek magazine. Before coming to Stanford, Dr. Reijo-Pera 

was the co-director of the Program in Human Stem Cell Biology at the University of California, San 

Francisco.


