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President’s Report

Annual Scientific Meeting
This year’s annual scientific meeting held at Perth’s Convention 
Centre was another triumph for the Society. A surprisingly 
respectable 618 delegates and a strong Trade made for one of the 
most enjoyable recent meetings. Formal delegate feedback was 
particularly pleasing with 97% of respondents rating the program 
very good or better. This outstanding result is testament to the 
effort and care of our POC – Brett Nixon and Kirsty Walters. Of 
particular note was the much improved level of satisfaction with 
the poster presentations. This has been an area of some concern 
over the last few years and some changes to the organisation of 
the poster area and the addition of the “lightning talks” to 
highlight the range of posters seem to have us heading in the 
right direction. 

There was a high degree of delegate satisfaction with the 
organisation of the meeting, the venue and social functions, and 
for this thanks to the LOC, chaired by Jeremy Smith, and to the 
staff of ASN, particularly Jim Fawcett and Mike Pickford. The App 
provided for accessing program details is receiving improving, but 
still mixed, reviews and the issues identified will be taken up with 
the developers by ASN for further refinement and improvement 
next year. As delegates become increasingly reliant on electronic 
devices the quality of the user experience with the App will 
become an important component of the meeting’s organisation.  
Program highlights included the masterly and very well received 
plenary presentations of Teresa Woodruff and Vince Harley. Our 
exchange lectureship with SRF continues to be a highlight for 
early career researchers and this year’s visitor Agnes 
Stefansdottir continued to fine tradition of quality by these 
speakers. The Sunday afternoon outreach session “Births, Babies 
and Beyond” was a terrific success. It highlighted some of the 
outstanding perinatal research being undertaken in Perth, as well 
as elsewhere. 

Prof Chris 
O’Neill



President’s Report, continued

The enthusiastic ECR and student groups were once again key to the success of the 
conference. They held a joint symposium with the ECRs from ESA which was well 
attended and received. A group of the ECR’s, under the leadership of Michael Bertoldo 
and Lisa Akison, will once again produce a report of its scientific highlights of the 
meeting, focusing on the symposia sessions. This will then be considered for publication 
in Reproduction, Fertility and Development. I encourage you all to read, download and 
where possible cite this report upon publication.

It is important to continue to strengthen the quality and attractiveness of our meeting in 
an increasing crowded arena. To this end both ESA and SRB are engaging with a range of 
other Society’s that we consider may provide Scientific synergies by meeting jointly with 
us. It is likely that this will become an increasing trend for our meetings in coming years 
and we expect to be able to provide more information on this in the not too distant 
future. In this way we can ensure that the meeting continues to maximize the scientific 
strength for our members while helping to ensure its ongoing financial strength and 
viability. 

Recent and Emerging Reproductive Biology Research in 
Australia and New Zealand: Highlights from the Society for 
Reproductive Biology Annual Meeting, 2017

Bertoldo MJ, Andraweera PH, Bromfield EG, Cousins FL, 
Lindsay LA, Paiva P, Regan SL, Rose RD, Akison LK

For a summary of the 2017 SRB conference, keep an eye

out for the ECR conference highlights review, under

review now at Reproduction, Fertility and Development



President’s Report continued

Golden Jubilee Meeting, 2018
Our next scientific meeting will represent the 50th year since the first scientific meeting 
of the Society, held at CSIRO, Prospect in Sydney. We will be ensuring that this important 
milestone is appropriately celebrated at our next meeting (19-22 August, 2018, Adelaide 
Convention Centre). We will be dedicating the Sunday afternoon program to a scientific 
celebration of the achievements by Australian reproductive biologists over the past 50 
years and then will follow this with an informal party on Sunday evening (after the 
welcome reception). There will also be a number of scientific sessions throughout the 
meeting further celebrating our achievements. We will be encouraging as many as 
possible of the Founding and Life members of the Society to attend. I would encourage 
all members to let Council know of scientific achievements of particular note that should 
be celebrated, and we would particularly welcome receiving memorabilia, especially 
photographic material, that can be used to enhance our celebration. Please feel free to 
contact me directly on these points.

In recognition of our Golden Jubilee the Founders’ lectureship next year will change to 
the ”Founders’ Oration and Medal”. We hope that this further recognition and prestige 
of this major plenary of the meeting will provide further incentive for the best and 
brightest in our field be available for this presentation. Nominations will soon be called 
for this honour and I encourage you all too actively participate in this nomination 
process.



President’s Report continued

World Congress of Reproductive Biology
The 4th World Congress of Reproductive Biology was recently held at the Okinawa 
Convention Centre, Japan. The Society was very well represented by our plenary lecturer 
Professor Moira O’Bryan and by a host of invited symposia speakers. The Society 
provided a large number of travel grants-in-aid to assist outstanding ECRs to attend the 
meeting and present their work. Reports indicate that the meeting was a scientific and 
social success. The next WCRB will be held in Beijing, 2020. The Society made a 
significant investment in the Okinawa meeting with a total expenditure of well over 
$30,000. This represents the Society’s single largest investment in any activity. All 
delegates to the meeting were recently asked to complete a questionnaire on the 
benefits they perceived from the meeting and Council will soon consider the outcomes 
from this survey. It is important that all members are comfortable that our very 
significant contribution to the meeting represents the best value for money, and we will 
report as soon as possible on our conclusions from this process. If any members who did 
not attend the meeting, and therefore did not receive the questionnaire, wish to make 
their views known on the value of this meeting please contact me directly with your 
thoughts. 

Reproduction Fertility and Development 
After considering a range of alternative options the 
Executive has recently concluded a sponsorship 
arrangement with RFD to continue as the Society’s 
official Journal for the next five year period. I would 
encourage you all to consider using this Journal where 
appropriate and also make yourself available as 
reviewers. The Journal has been particularly supportive 
of our ECR group and we will continue to seek ways of 
ensuring that our collaboration with RFD is mutually 
beneficial and provides maximum benefit to both 
parties. 



President’s Report continued

Granting Bodies
At the time of writing most NHMRC outcomes were still embargoed so I wish all those 
awaiting news the best of luck. Society members are well represented in the 
deliberations of grant outcomes and this is to the benefit of all members. I’ve recently 
been invited by the Minister for Health to nominate SRB members for the NHMRC 
Principal Committee’s for the next triennium. This is fitting recognition of the Society’s 
leadership position on the Australian Research scene and we all benefit from being part 
of such rounds of consultation. We should continue to strive to be involved at all 
consultative levels as it affects research in reproduction. Currently, the ARC does not 
appear to operate a similarly consultative model and so one task for the future is to also 
have our voices as a strong research community more effectively heard at this level.

Chris O’Neill 

Prof Chris 
O’Neill



SRB Success Stories!
A big congratulations from the SRB community to Professor
Lynette Selwood who has been awarded an Officer (AO) in
the General Division of the Order of Australia.

For distinguished service to tertiary education in the field of
reproductive biology as an academic, researcher and author,
to the conservation of marsupial animals, and to the
promotion of science.

SRB in the media

Professor Lynette Selwood

Congratulations from SRB to 
those members that have 
been successful in 2018 
with NHMRC,  ARC and 

other grant funding 
schemes

A big congratulations also to Professor Jenny 
Graves for being awarded the Prime Minister’s 
Prize for Science 2017.

Professor Jenny Graves



Treasurer’s Report

Accounts for the Financial Year 2016-17
Equity at the close of the financial year was $436,142.30
Current equity as of August 31 was $415,992.10, up from the same time last year 
($396,265.93). 

2017 Conference Student/ECR Travel Support
Very pleased to announce that these have all been paid. Thank you to all our ECRs and 
students.

2017-18 fee structure
At the AGM the following fee structure was approved (unchanged from 2016-17)
New Regular SRB Membership - $150
Renewal of Regular SRB Membership - $130
Regular 3 Year SRB Membership - $350
New Student SRB Membership - $60
Renewal of Student Membership - $45
Student 2 Year Membership - $80
Student 3 Year Membership - $120
Professional Membership - $120
Renewal of Professional Membership - $105
Professional Member 3 Year Membership - $310
Age-retired Membership - $40
Age-retired 3 Year Membership - $65
Overseas Membership (excludes New Zealand) - $60

Renewal of SRB subscriptions
Applications for new memberships and renewal of existing memberships for 2017 are 
now available online. Why not take advantage of the discounted rates for multi-year 
renewals!

Cheers
Jeremy Smith
SRB Treasurer

Dr Jeremy Smith



Congratulations to the Award Winners 2017

SRB again offered an extensive range of premier awards at the 2017 conference. Interest in 
these awards and the outstanding sessions associated with each award was very strong 
and reflects the dynamic and high quality nature of the work done by members of the SRB 
and ANZPRA. The SRB would like to congratulate all of the SRB and ANZPRA members who 
took part in these sessions and all of the applicants who submitted abstracts. These 
awards showcase the excellent quality of research performed by SRB members provide 
high profile opportunities for our researchers to share their outstanding work with 
colleagues and the broader delegate group.

RRI Award for Excellence in 
Reproductive Biology Research

2017 The Robinson Research Institute Award for 
Excellence in Reproductive Biology Research

This prestigious award from the SRB is presented to 
an established researcher and in the past has been 
won by some of our most outstanding leaders in 
reproductive biology. 

The 2017 Robinson award was presented to Dr Mark 
Green for his research which centres on improving 
outcomes of human and animal ART by identifying 
how endocrine and environmental factors impact 
gametes and early embryo development and 
subsequent offspring health.

Congratulations to all of the SRB and ANZPRA award contestants, 
finalists and winners for another outstanding awards session at the 

2017 SRB-ESA conference.



Congratulations to the Award Winners 2017, 
continued

Newcastle Reproduction Emerging Research Leader Award 

2017 Newcastle Reproduction Emerging Research Leader Award

The Newcastle award is presented to an emerging leader in the field of reproductive 
biology. This year the award was very hotly contested, with all finalists presenting 
outstanding work and providing a highlight session at the SRB Conference. It is no surprise 
that the judging panel found this award extremely challenging, with a difficult final 
decision to be made. The SRB would like to congratulate Dr Kelly Walton, Dr Michael 
Bertoldo and Dr Zamira Gibb, who were short-listed for the Newcastle award. 

The award was presented to Dr Kelly Walton for her internationally recognised work in the 
manipulation of TGF-β proteins for functional characterisation and for the development of 
novel TGF-β biologics. 



Congratulations to the Award Winners 2017, 
continued

David Healy New Investigator Award

Oozoa Student Award

2017 Student, Early Career and Mid-Career Research Awards:
Students and early post-doctoral researchers really are the heart of laboratory based 
research and produce much of the excellent research, of which organisations are so 
proud. Judging by the talks presented in the David Healy, Oozoa and ANZPRA award 
sessions, as well as the posters shown in the Hudson Centre for Reproductive Biology 
Poster Awards, this year’s SRB conference was no exception. These sessions attracted 
large audiences and provided some of the highlights in SRB research for 2017. The SRB 
would like to congratulate the following award winners and all of the excellent 
researchers who presented in these sessions.

SRB David Healy New Investigator Award
Winner Quynh-Nhu Nguyen receiving her 
award from Caroline Gargett and Chris 
O’Neill.

The Oozoa Student Award
Winner Bettina Mihalas receiving her award 
from Chris O’Neill



Congratulations to the Award Winners 2017, 
continued

Hudson Poster Award
ECR

Hudson Poster Award
MCR

ANZPRA New Investigator Award

Centre for Reproductive Health Hudson Institute of 
Medical Research 'Award for Excellence' for best Early 
Career Research poster 
Winner Holly Groome receiving her award from Mark 
Hedger and Chris O’Neill.

2017 Student, Early Career and Mid-Career Research Awards:
Students and early post-doctoral researchers really are the heart of laboratory based 
research and produce much of the excellent research, of which organisations are so 
proud. Judging by the talks presented in the David Healy, Oozoa and ANZPRA award 
sessions, as well as the posters shown in the Hudson Centre for Reproductive Biology 
Poster Awards, this year’s SRB conference was no exception. These sessions attracted 
large audiences and provided some of the highlights in SRB research for 2017. The SRB 
would like to congratulate the following award winners and all of the excellent 
researchers who presented in these sessions.

Centre for Reproductive Health Hudson 
Institute of Medical Research 'Award for 
Excellence' for best Mid-Career Research 
poster
Winner Laura Lindsay receiving her award 
from Mark Hedger and Chris O’Neill.

ANZPRA New Investigator Award
Winner Anya Arthurs
receiving her award from Peter Mark and 
Chris O’Neill



Secretary’s Report

2017 SRB Annual Scientific Meeting
In August, we headed west to sunny Perth for this year’s SRB annual scientific meeting. In 
keeping with the last few years, again the POC chairs (Kirsty Walters and Brett Nixon) and 
LOC chair (Jeremy Smith) put on a fantastic event, with an excellent scientific and social 
program, which saw one of the highest attended meetings ever in Perth! Judging by the 
feedback, those that attended also shared this view. On behalf of the Council, I would 
like to thank all those involved in organising another outstanding meeting, with of course 
special thanks to Mike, Jim, Nitesh and the ASN team. In addition, a big thank you to 
ASN, especially Bree Knights, for their continued support and outstanding efforts 
throughout the year to help with all SRB activities. 

Following the 49th AGM in Perth, it was with great pleasure that the Society was able to 
announce Prof Grant Stone, as a new SRB Life Member, as well as Prof Brendan Waddell 
and A/Prof Caroline Gargett, as new SRB Fellows. Congratulations to these worthy 
recipients! On this note, I would like to encourage members to think about potential 
applicants for SRB Fellow or Life Members for the 2018 submission round. In addition, 
nominations for the 2018 Founders’ and President’s Lecturers will be open soon. A call 
for new SRB Life Members, Fellows, as well as the keynote speakers will be made early in 
2018. In the meantime, more information can be found on the SRB website or by 
contacting Shaun Roman shaun.roman@newcastle.edu.au or myself. There are many 
great speakers out there who would be fantastic additions to the extra special 50th

Anniversary annual scientific meeting, so please do nominate your colleagues!

Perth

mailto:shaun.roman@newcastle.edu.au


Secretary’s Report, continued

SRB Council 2017/18
This year the positions of President-Elect and one ordinary council member were up for 
election. We received one nomination for the President-Elect position and two for the 
ordinary council member position. We were pleased to announce that from the 49th

AGM our President-Elect, and subsequent President, is Prof Moira O’Bryan. On behalf of 
Council, I would like to welcome Moira to her new role, as we are all really looking 
forward to working with her over the coming years. It seems between Chris and Moira, 
with their respective President roles, the Society is setting up a new surname 
O’President, rather than El Presidente tradition! 

Likewise, I’m also pleased to announce that Dr Tu’uhevaha Kaitu’u-Lino was re-elected to 
Council, as an ordinary member, where she will carry on her role as Conference Secretary 
and RFD liaison, which is sure to mean the conference booth will certainly continue to be 
the place to be for games, laughter and some healthy competition! 

Congratulations also to Dr Elizabeth Bromfield and Ms Sarah Moody, who joined Council 
as the new ECR and student representatives, respectively. This means that we therefore 
have two people who finished their terms in 2017. I would like to thank Dr Lisa Akison, 
the outgoing ECR representative and 2016 LOC chair, for all her input and the great 
initiatives she has championed whilst on Council. Also, to thank Harriett Fitzgerald, the 
outgoing student representative, for all her hard work and efforts in arranging the 
excellent content of the annual student meeting. The 2017/18 Council are shown on the 
following pages

Harriett Fitzgerald
Outgoing Student Rep

Dr Lisa Akison
Outgoing ECR Rep
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Secretary’s Report, continued

WCRB conference
In September, a considerable number of SRB members, including myself, attended the 
fourth WCRB conference in Okinawa, Japan. Once again, SRB had the great opportunity 
to join together with its sister societies to share our science, renew and also make new 
connections with our scientific colleagues. The SRB contingent certainly represented well 
on all fronts, especially the socialising - more details about the meeting are detailed in 
later this newsletter. During the meeting, Prof Moira O’Bryan and myself represented 
SRB at the discussions to decide the host society for the 2020 WCRB conference. After 
considerable deliberation, the Chinese Society of Reproductive Biology (CSRB) won the 
right to hold the next meeting in Beijing. The WCRB also welcomed the Thai Society of 
Animal Reproduction to be an additional sister society to join the existing members of 
the WCRB.     

Future conferences
In the next few weeks two reproductive conferences are being held in Melbourne. The 
inaugural Australian Reproduction Update meeting (27th to 28th November), at the Park 
Hyatt Hotel https://mercyperinatal.com/event/australian-reproduction-update-2017 and 
the IRTG-CRH Melbourne Reproductive Health and Biology Workshop (29th November), at 
Monash Medical Centre, Clayton. Both have excellent speakers and will be great forums 
to present and network!  

If you would like to promote any upcoming conferences and events, both international 
and national, that you believe the SRB membership would be interested in, then please 
contact me on societyreproductivebiology@gmail.com

https://mercyperinatal.com/event/australian-reproduction-update-2017
mailto:societyreproductivebiology@gmail.com


Secretary’s Report, continued

50th Anniversary of SRB
Finally, a call to action and reminded that in 2018 the Society will celebrate its 50th

Anniversary at the Annual Scientific Meeting in Adelaide (19th to 22nd August). Put this 
date in your calendar, as this extra special meeting, will have lots to offer, reflecting on 
how far Australian reproductive biology has come, to where we are heading in the 
future! To the more senior members of the Society, we are currently seeking any historic 
photos or memorabilia that can be shown during the events, so please send any through 
or contact me on societyreproductivebiology@gmail.com. In the meantime, the POC and 
LOC are busy working on putting together an exciting program, so we are looking forward 
to seeing lots of SRB members in Adelaide! 

Mark Green
SRB Secretary

Dr Mark Green

Congratulations SRB Fellows and Life Members

Prof Brendan Waddell and A/Prof Caroline Gargett
2017 SRB Fellows

Prof Grant Stone
2017 SRB Life Member

mailto:societyreproductivebiology@gmail.com


SRB in Japan – WCRB 2017



WCRB travel grant report

SRB in Japan – WCRB 2017

I was one of the fortunate recipients of a ‘WCRB 2017 grant-in-aid’ travel award of $2000 
from SRB. This travel grant enabled me to attend WCRB in Okinawa, Japan, which was 
held from the 27th – 29th of September 2017. My abstract titled ‘Interactions between 
activins, follistatin, and inhibin in the male reproductive tract’ was selected for both an 
oral and a poster presentation. The WCRB 2017 conference showcased some of the most 
recent advances in the field of reproductive biology, and was attended by a large number 
of international experts. Therefore, it was an ideal opportunity to network with senior 
researchers as well as other early-career scientists. The discussions I had at the meeting 
provided me with new insights into interpreting my data, as well as ideas for new 
experiments and future directions. Receiving this travel grant has been highly motivating, 
and I thank the Society of Reproductive Biology for encouraging and aiding students to 
attend international conferences. 

Rukmali Wijayarathna. 
Endocrinology and Immunophysiology Laboratory, 
Centre for Reproductive Health, 
Hudson Institute of Medical Research, 
Melbourne. 



Nominations are opening soon for the 2018 SRB
Founder’s and President’s lectures

SRB Annual Scientific Conference 
The SRB Council are inviting SRB members to start 
considering who to nominate for the 2018 Founders’ 
Lecturer and the 2018 President’s Lecturer. 

The Founders’ Lecturer is the Society's major 
plenary speaker at the Annual Scientific Meeting. 
Nominations are open for a leading international 
researcher recognised for their major contributions 
towards advancing our understanding of any aspect 
of reproductive biology. 

2017 SRB Founder’s Lecturer –
Prof Teresa Woodruff

The President’s Lecturer is also a keynote 
plenary lecturer. Nominations are open for 
a leading researcher from Australia or 
New Zealand recognised for their major 
contributions towards advancing our 
understanding of any aspect of 
reproductive biology. 

2017 SRB President’s Lecturer 
– Prof Vincent Harley

For all enquiries, contact:
Dr Shaun Roman: shaun.roman@newcastle.edu.au
Dr Mark Green: 
societyreproductivebiology@gmail.com. 

mailto:shaun.roman@newcastle.edu.au


Save the date for these conferences/events

Gordon Research Seminar
Novel Tools and Technologies Applied 
to Mammalian Reproduction
July 28 - 29, 2018
Tuscany, Italy

January 4-6, 2018
Liverpool, UK



SRB-RFD Publication of the Year Award
The 2017 award was presented to Dr Kirsty Walters et al., for their work identifying the 
roles of androgens in female reproductive physiology 

There are no page charges to publish in the
journal, and colour is free online and in PDFs.
The journal promotes Green Open Access:
authors may deposit the pre-publication
version of their accepted manuscript without
embargo in a personal or institutional
repository. Gold Open Access is also
available to all authors on payment of an
article processing charge. To submit your
own high-quality research to Reproduction,
Fertility and Development, follow the
Instructions to Authors at
www.publish.csiro.au/journals/rfd.

Reproduction, Fertility and Development is the official
journal of the Society of Reproductive Biology. Published
eight times a year, it features high-quality research on all
scientific aspects of reproduction and development,
including reproductive technologies.

The journal now has an impact factor of 2.656. Authors
submitting their work to Reproduction, Fertility and
Development can expect a first decision on their
manuscript within an average of 49 days. Manuscripts are
published Online Early within an average of 40 days of
acceptance, and are indexed in PubMed and MEDLINE
immediately on publication.

http://www.publish.csiro.au/journals/rfd


Check in regularly for more details on SRB 2018

http://esa-srb.org.au/

@ReproductionSRB
@ESA-SRB
@MakingBabies21C

ESA/SRB Joint meeting 2018

The 2018 Annual Scientific Meetings of the Endocrine Society of Australia and the Society 
for Reproductive Biology will be held at the Adelaide Convention Centre from 19-22 
August 2018.

With the combined societies, we anticipate in excess of 700 delegates representing a 
variety of specialties including endocrinology, cell and molecular biology, reproductive 
biology, gynaecology, pharmacology and rheumatology.

SRB themes for the meeting
* Neo-natal / peri-natal health
* Genesis of a healthy placenta
* Insights into the regulation of reproductive biology
* The molecular regulation of early embryo development
* Assisted reproductive technologies, discovery to bench side
* Endocrine control of reproduction

We look forward to seeing you in Adelaide.
Warrick Inder (ESA President)
Chris O’Neill (SRB President)

http://esa-srb.org.au/


Visiting Lecturer Award

Society for Reproductive Biology Visiting Lecturer Award
Report for Newsletter
Jane Girling, July 2017

I was recently able to attend the World Congress on Endometriosis in Vancouver, the 
Canadian Pain Society Meeting in Halifax, and visit with potential collaborators at the 
Centre for Paediatric Pain Research and the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology at 
Dalhousie University and the IWK Health Centre in Halifax.  Thanks SRB!  

Over 1000 delegates representing 43 countries attended the World Congress of 
Endometriosis.  Australia and New Zealand were well represented; our group alone 
presented five abstracts.  Australasian-based endometriosis is going great guns and I was 
proud to be part of Team Down-Under.  The Congress concluded with a “Research 
Priorities” workshop.  Look out for the summary of recommendations from this workshop 
in Reproductive Sciences.  I was also able to catch up with the PEPPA (Periods, 
Endometriosis and Pelvic Pain in Adolescents) team to discuss our ongoing research 
plans.

The Canadian Pain Society Meeting and visit to Dalhousie University was wonderful.  
Halifax has a core of researchers interested in paediatric pain and/or obstetrics and 
gynaecology.  I met some amazing scientists and certainly hope to collaborate with some 
of them going forward. 

Thanks again SRB!  The award was appreciated!

Dr Jane Girling



Early Career Researcher News
Hi SRB ECR members, 

What an amazing year we’ve had! Thanks for participating in the workshop and social 
events at this year’s annual meeting in Perth. This year the ECR workshop was a combined 
event with the ECRs from ESA and focused on transitioning from an ECR to an independent 
researcher.  We had fantastic presentations from researchers who have had a successful 
transition and who now have a mix of research and teaching roles. The advice from all 
presenters was compiled into a master list that was circulated to all ECRs. If you missed out 
on this, please let us know so we can get you a copy. This was followed by a panel session 
where we had free discussion on a number of issues surrounding this stage of career. Also 
at the ECR workshop, we had informative presentations from Rob Gilchrist on building and 
benchmarking for a competitive CV.

Following on from the success of last year’s SRB/RFD review, we are again writing another. 
We have had fantastic support from Chris O’Neill (SRB President) and Graeme Martin 
(Editor-in-Chief, Reproduction Fertility and Development) and we assembled an incredibly 
collegiate group of ECRs to write the review. The review has been submitted! We are 
planning to do something similar again for next year’s conference in Adelaide. If you are 
thinking of going and would like to be involved, please let us know.

As a follow up from the conference, if you did miss getting the master list from the 
workshop panel session, this means you must not be registered as an SRB ECR member! 
We now have an ECR register which we are trying to keep as up-to-date as much as 
possible. Please let us know if you think you should be included (i.e. within 8 years post-
PhD, taking into consideration career interruptions).

Prepare a 1 minute video telling 
us what you do and why it is 
important to the Australian 
public
Contact Michael for more 
details: 
michael.bertoldo@unsw.edu.au

SRB Science Meets Parliament, 2018

ATTENTION ECRs <8 YEARS POST-PHD



Early Career Researcher News, continued

Look out for our coming announcements regarding Science meets Parliament. This is a 
great opportunity for ECRs to connect with policy makers and parliamentarians to promote 
the important research conducted by members of the SRB.

Lisa Akison has finished up her tenure as ECR rep. We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank her for the awesome job he’s done over the last 2 years. She has brought 
enthusiasm, hard work and great ideas to the role. We welcome our new ECR rep, Dr 
Elizabeth Bromfield (University of Newcastle). If you have any ECR issues you would like to 
discuss or something you would like promoted on the SRB Facebook page, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us (michael.bertoldo@unsw.edu.au; 
elizabeth.bromfield@newcastle.edu.au). 

Best wishes,
Michael Bertoldo and Liz Bromfield
SRB ECR Representatives, 2017

Dr Elizabeth Bromfield Dr Michael Bertoldo

mailto:michael.bertoldo@unsw.edu.au
mailto:elizabeth.bromfield@newcastle.edu.au


2017 SRB booth 

prizes!

Thanks to everyone that visited the SRB Booth this year! Safe to say the SRB Booth was THE 
place to be again in 2017! Congrats to the winners of the various games:

Pin the sperm on the oocyte
Monday- Bettina Mihalas (Newcastle)

Tuesday- Sarah Moody (Hudson)

Guess the ovarian reserve (actual number was 189, she guessed 183)
Ella Green (Adelaide)

Tip box filling
Team - Kirsty Pringle Lab (Newcastle)

Individual
1st L Akison (Queensland)

2nd Jacinta Martin (Newcastle)
3rd Kirsty Pringle (Newcastle)

Free Dinner ticket
Wei Zhou (Newcastle)

A special thanks to Josephine Bowles for running the booth in my absence. See you at the SRB 
booth in 2018 for more fun and games! 

Tu’uhevaha Kaitu’u-Lino



Did you miss Birth, Babies and Beyond??
Check out the online recordings: 

http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/srb-public-forums/

YouTube

http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/srb-public-forums/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGNZrwHGFqQ


2017 ECR Collaborative Travel Grant Report

The SRB Early Career Researcher Collaborative Research Travel Award aims to encourage 
collaboration between Early Career Researchers by funding the travel of an ECR to the 
institution of another ECR for the purpose of planning joint research and/or the conduct 
of preliminary experiments or to allow the training of an Early Career Researcher by 
another. This year the award enabled collaboration between Dr Michael Pankhurst of the 
University of Otago and Rebecca Kelley at the University of Melbourne. Mike visited Beck 
in David Gardner’s lab in Melbourne for two weeks in February in order to learn 
embryology techniques and discuss collaboration on future experiments. 

The visit was very productive; Mike learned advanced embryology techniques including 
vitrification and surgical transfer of mouse oocytes and embryos. These new skills will 
enable Mike to pursue his investigation of female infertility in a transgenic mouse strain 
(Thy1.2-AMH) that was generated at the University of Otago and is not available 
elsewhere in the world. In addition, Beck has been conducting experiments in Melbourne 
that will add to the understanding of the effects of AMH on preimplantation embryos. 
Both researchers have benefited from this collaboration, which would not have been 
possible without the Travel Award. Mike has learned valuable skills that will allow him to 
expand his studies AMH’s role in female fertility and increase the impact of future 
publications. The collaboration has provided Beck with an opportunity to apply her 
embryology skills to a new project and contribute to publications in broader fields of 
study. Both researchers would like to thank the Society for making this collaboration 
possible.

Dr Michael Pankhurst and 

Ms Rebecca Kelley



Student News

Hi SRB Student Members!

We hope you all had a fantastic time at this year’s ESA-SRB conference! The research 
presented during the poster and oral sessions highlighted the importance of reproductive 
science in Australia. Congratulations to the students who were nominated and those that 
were recipients of awards at the conference! It was great to see such passionate young 
researchers sharing their work with their peers.  

At this year’s student meeting we had Superstar of STEM Dr. Hannah Brown from 
Adelaide sharing her wisdom on how to promote yourself and your research through 
social media. Thank you again to Hannah, we all thoroughly enjoyed the presentation 
and are hopefully still tweeting away!

With another conference over, so too ends Harriet Fitzgerald’s term as SRB student 
representative. On behalf of the society and student members, we’d like to thank Harriet 
for all of her hard work and enthusiasm! Good luck with your future endeavours, Harriet! 
We are sure you will remain an active member and presence within the SRB.

Congratulations to Sarah Moody, our new SRB student rep! We are looking forward to 
working together and hearing what is important to our SRB student members. 

Please let us know if there are any aspects of this year’s conference that you would like 
us to hold again next year. We would like to know what you want to see at next year’s 
conference and what we can bring to you at the student meeting and student function. 
We are looking forward to hearing your great ideas! Don’t hesitate to get in touch with 
us:

Sarah: Sarah.Delforce@uon.edu.au
Sarah: Sarah.Moody@hudson.org.au

Best wishes,

Sarah and Sarah
Student Representatives.

Sarah M.Sarah D.

mailto:Sarah.Delforce@uon.edu.au
mailto:Sarah.Moody@hudson.org.au


SRB Goes to Science Meets Business

Science & Technology Australia is the body that represents researchers and societies all 
over Australia. Each year, STA holds events for the public and its members, of which SRB 
is one, with the aim of improving relationships and communication between different 
parts of the science, business and public sphere. 

One of the annual events STA holds is Science Meets Business, which brings together 
scientists and business members, which we attended as representatives of SRB. 
The one-day event held at UTS Business School presented different perspectives on 
commercialising science from researchers, CEOs and politicians. We heard from people 
like Sen Kim Carr, Dr Stephanie Fahey (CEO Austrade) and Dr Catherine Ball 
(CEO/Founder SheFlies). Through multiple short talks and workshops during the day, we 
gained insight on ideas such as how researchers can improve collaboration with 
industry members, how drones can contribute to cancer research, and how Australia 
compares on the world stage in commercialisation. We also heard some convincing 
arguments on the reclaiming of the word ‘innovation’. 

As current students and ECRs, there was a lot of talk about themes and ideas that may 
help us in our future research careers. One of the most helpful parts of the day was a 
workshop run by two people from SettleIn and Google, where we learnt how to 
effectively pitch our research to members of business, other science areas or the public. 
Followed by a convincingly-suggested interactive session to utilize our new pitching 
skills, it made this workshop one of the most practically helpful networking sessions we 
had attended. 

SMB was a great opportunity to meet people and entities involved in the other areas of 
science, not just research, and to introduce us to meaningful ways to broaden our goals 
and ideas of how our work fits in with other sectors. It is a fantastic event for anyone 
wanting to meet people who can provide genuinely diverse perspectives on scientific 
research and advice on the applications of their work outside of the lab. Thank you so 
much to SRB for giving us the opportunity to attend and represent the society at this 
event. 

Leigh Nicholson & Natalie Hoskins 



SRB reunites old friends… and establishes 

new friendships!



Are you social media savvy? 

Get on Twitter today!

Don’t know where to start? Add these people…


