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Robker for yet again organising a fabulous annual 
scientific meeting. Feedback from the delegates 
rating the SRB program was very complementary –
with over 90% of attendees rating the program 
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the 2014 SRB meeting. The SRB Plenary speakers, 
Prof Rob Norman and Prof Gerald Schatten both 
especially received positive feedback from the 
delegates. “Making Babies in the 21st Century Stem 
cells and fertility preservation” - SRB Council was particularly pleased 
with the turnout and engagement by the audience following excellent 
media promotion combined with high quality speakers ensured this 
event was extremely well attended and viewed as SRB was able to 2015 SRB Awardee s
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Collaborative Research
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event was extremely well attended and viewed - as SRB was able to 
concurrently stream presentations online. Thanks to ASN and Karla 
Hutt for helping in this extension of our public outreach – an edited 
version of the podcast of the event will be available as an educational 
tool. Also thanks to Melanie McDowall who in addition to being our 
Publicity led many impromptu Tweeting training sessions featuring 
Professors Gerald Schatten (University of Pittsburgh, USA), Alan 
T (C lif i I tit t f R ti M di i USA) M isomething in the next 

issue? Please email 
Kirsty Walters:
kwalters@anzac.edu.au

Trounson (California Institute of Regenerative Medicine, USA), Moira 
O'Bryan (Monash University), and Gab Kovacs (Monash IVF), as well 
as National Health and Medical Research Council CEO Warwick 
Anderson AM, their entertaining and thought provoking presentations 
were followed by Q&A from the audience. 
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President’s Report continued
Melbourne consultant Dr Rachel Nowak skillfully moderated the discussion. Highlights of the 
accompanying PR campaign included coverage in the Sydney Morning Herald and The Age prior 
to the event. 

Strategic Plan and Financesg
Our strategic plan as adopted by the membership at the AGM will enable Council to continue to 
foster career advancement for junior members of the society and national and international 
exposure for our emerging research leaders. As previously outlined our strategic objectives are 
designed to help SRB members realise their potential against a backdrop of restricted research 
funding and significant changes to the higher education sector. Council presented an annual 
budget to the membership at AGM, this outlined our projected spend on new and existing 
initiatives and reviewed last year’s spending and achievements See the SRB websiteinitiatives and reviewed last year s spending and achievements. See the SRB website 
http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/srb-policy for the strategic plan and budget for 2014-15. New 
enterprises include the initiation of a mentor-mentee program for ECR members of the Society, 
extension of RFD sponsorship agreement, associate member status and concomitant award and 
the exploration of an SRB facilitated workshop for a domesticated livestock-reproductive biology 
nexus.
I thank Jeremy Thompson, who as Treasurer has provided much feedback and advice on all 
matters financial in particular to the ongoing fine tuning of the strategic plan this wasmatters financial in particular to the ongoing fine tuning of the strategic plan – this was 
particularly useful given the requests to aid in the financial support of the world congress in 
Edinburgh in September. I thank Kate Loveland who vigorously represented SRB as LOC 
member for WCRB2014.  In 2013-14, the Society’s investments remained strong and we 
continue to invest in maintaining a steady financial footing while supporting members as 
generously as possible. 
New members continue to be sought and Mark Green (Membership 

Mark Green

Secretary) and Tu’uhevaha Kaitu’u-Lino (SRB Conference 
Membership Secretary) devised an excellent and much admired 
SRB booth at the AGM. Pinning the Sperm on the Oocyte and 
Guessing the Ovarian Reserve were some of the ingenious 
methods of grabbing the attendee’s attention. SRB Sponsorship 
Secretary Jeremy Smith has again delivered significant financial 
input to the Society, not least in retaining sponsorship from Meat p y g p p
and Livestock Australia. Council thanks all our sponsors, RFD, 
Robinson Research Institute, MLA, Newcastle Reproduction, 
Ritchie Centre and the Centre for Reproductive Health, MIMR-PHI 
Institute, Oozoa and ANZPRA, for their continued generous support.

Reproduction Fertility and Development (RFD)
Our official journal continues to thrive – RFD impact factor is 2.58 and
we have continued the appointment of a council member (Joanna
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we have continued the appointment of a council member (Joanna 
James) to liaise with an Associate Editor, to continue to help 
commission articles from our members suitable for publication in 
RFD. 2014 initiatives included the award to Jane Girling of the inaugural annual prize for the best

Tu’uhevaha Kaitu’u-Lino



President’s Report continued
article by an SRB researcher in RFD annually under the auspices of Mark Green and Joanna 
James. We thank recently retired RFD Associate Editor Laura Parry for her assistance in the 
past year in facilitating journal and society interactions.

Retiring membersg
Thanks are due for the outstanding efforts of several members of Council.  
Our awards committee secretary Eva Dimitriadis completed her term of office 
at this AGM – Eva has organised multiple committees to ensure fair and 
transparent selection of our award sessions finalists, a very important part of 
every junior SRB member’s calendar. These awards contribute to the careers 
of all our trainees, as evidence of scientific achievement and peer 
recognition Eva is to be congratulated for pulling together a very complicated

Eva Dimitriadis
recognition. Eva is to be congratulated for pulling together a very complicated 
process under significant time constraints to ensure a successful ASM every year. 
Our Sponsorship Secretary Jeremy Smith also completed his term at the AGM.
Jeremy has initiated and driven to completion many changes in SRB 
sponsorship and has been tireless in promoting and supporting the Society 
with sponsors such as MLA and has graciously agreed to be co-opted back 
onto Council for the next year. Their contributions have been invaluable and 
deeply appreciated by all of Councildeeply appreciated by all of Council.
Two ECR and student council members also retired in August. 
Jonathan McGuane served as ECR representative and he played the leading 
role in the SRB presence at Science Meets Parliament and the highly 
successful Science meets Publican event – participants were identifiable by gonadal labels! Amy 
Winship has been instrumental in the wider engagement of the students with the SRB and 
Council including Facebook and we thank them for their exciting and novel contributions to the 

Jeremy Smith

Society. 

New members
At the AGM we welcomed the SRB President-elect Prof 
Chris O’Neill from Sydney University. Chris is a long standing 
and fervent supporter of SRB. I look forward to working 
closely with him to ensure a smooth handover in 2015. I 
also welcome to Council the following new elected Ordinaryalso welcome to Council the following new elected Ordinary 
Council members, Brett Nixon (SRB Awards Committee 
chair) and Tu’uhevaha Kaitu’u-Lino (SRB Conference 
Membership Secretary). In addition, John Schjenken is the 
new ECR elected representative and Fiona Brownfoot the 
new Student elected representative on council. Two Adelaide sited members have been 
approached to form the LOC for the 2015 meeting.
As always members are most welcome to send to me comments and feedback on steering the

Chris O’Neill & Lois Salamonsen
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As always, members are most welcome to send to me comments and feedback on steering the 
Society through the next five years.

Best wishes,

Eileen A McLaughlin 
SRB President



Secretary’s Report
Thanks and Welcome
At the end of my first year as SRB Secretary I would like to take the 
opportunity to say thank you to all SRB council members for your support, in 
particular thank you to past Secretary, Jane Girling and Executive members 
Eileen McLaughlin and Jeremy Thompson who have really helped to make the

Dr Kirsty Pringle

Eileen McLaughlin and Jeremy Thompson who have really helped to make the 
job of Secretary not only manageable but also rewarding.
Many thanks are due to outgoing Council member Eva Dimitriadis for all her 
efforts with the SRB awards. Thanks also to Jeremy Smith, who has 
completed a three-year term as the Sponsorship Secretary but will remain on Council in a co-
opted position. I would also like to thank Jonathan McGuane and Amy Winship who have done a 
tremendous job on Council over the last 2 years representing ECRs and Students and putting in 
place many new initiatives to support the next generation of Reproductive Biologists.
Nominations were recently called for president elect and two Ordinary Council Member 
Positions. I thank all nominees for putting their name forward. Our new president-elect is Chris 
O’Neill and our new ordinary council members are Tu’uhevaha Kaitu’u-Lino, who has already 
served on Council for 1 year in a co-opted position managing the SRB membership booth, and 
Brett Nixon.  Our new ECR and student representatives are John Schjenken and Fiona 
Brownfoot respectivelyBrownfoot, respectively.

2014 SRB Annual Scientific Meeting
I am sure you will all agree that the SRB Annual Scientific meeting in Melbourne this year was 
another huge success with an exciting scientific program and some great networking events. 
Many thanks are due to the POC and LOC chairs and their committees for organising this 
outstanding meeting.

Secretariat
The council would like to thank ASN for their outstanding efforts throughout the year. Special 
thanks are due to Mike Pickford for his support organising the annual scientific meeting as well 
as Heather Prowd and Jim Fawcett for all that they do for the Society throughout the year.

Fellows of the Society for Reproductive Biology
Congratulations to the new Fellows of the Society for Reproductive Biology: Charles Allan and 
Lynne Selwood. These prestigious awards recognise the high standing of certain SRB members 
in the reproductive biology community For more information on the SRB Fellows seein the reproductive biology community. For more information on the SRB Fellows see 
http://www.srb.org.au/Fellows

AHMRC 2016
The next Australian Health and Medical Research Congress will be held on the Gold Coast in 
November 2016 with the theme ‘Transdisciplinary Approaches to Chronic Diseases’. The ASMR 
has invited SRB to hold a scientific meeting or symposium. If you are interested in organizing a 
SRB symposium within this congress, please contact me by email at 
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Best wishes

Kirsty Pringle

SRB Secretary

y p g , p y
SocietyReproductiveBiology@gmail.com.



Treasurer’s Report
Accounts at the end of the Financial Year 2013-14
Total equity in the Society fell by $14,234, to $350,230. The main reasons for 
this fall were 1) a significant reduction in the profit share from the Sydney 
2013 conference; and 2) the financial support provided to the World 

Associate 
Professor Jeremy

Thompson

Congress Reproductive Biology 2014 in Edinburgh.
New fee structure for 2014 - 15
At the AGM there was a new fee structure approved by the membership, to 
offset some of the income deficiencies and additional costs experienced 
over the year.  The new fees are: New fees
New Regular SRB Membership –(was) $120 $150.00 
Renewal of Regular SRB Membership - $105 $130.00Renewal of Regular SRB Membership $105 $130.00 
Regular 3 Year SRB Membership - $310 $350.00 
New Student SRB Membership - $60 $60.00 
Student Membership - $45 $45.00 
Age-retired Membership - $23 $25.00 
Age-retired 3 Year Membership - $65 $65.00 
Overseas Membership (excludes New Zealand) - $57 $60.00 

Renewal of SRB subscriptions and special

2014 Conference Student and ECR support
All apart from 2 Student Travel Awards have been provided, but many of the ECRs still haven’t 
claimed their re-imbursement.  Please lodge these with me for your $200 reimbursement.  
If you paid your registration yourself, then please just provide me with your bank’s BSB and 
account number.  If you wish to refund your institution, then contact me and we can discuss.

Please remember to renew their SRB subscription and as a  
new initiative the society has introduced the membership 

Renewal of SRB subscriptions and special
offer for the recruitment of new members

nomination scheme where you will receive half your own 
membership fee refunded to you when you introduce a new 
member to the society. This will only apply to full members 
introducing other full members. Details are available on the 
website.Your Society needs
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Best wishes,

Jeremy Thompson
SRB Treasurer
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Report from the Australian Academy of 
Science National Committee for Cellular and 
Developmental Biology
D S i t f R d ti Bi l M bDear Society for Reproductive Biology Members,

I wrote previously in this forum to introduce you to a 
new National Committee (NC) of the Australian 
Academy of Science (AAS) – the National Committee for Cellular and Developmental 
Biology. The Academy NCs are discipline-specific working groups of senior Australian Scientists 
and Early-Mid Career researchers (EMCR) who can respond to the needs of the AAS, and develop 
work plans that promote their specific disciplines nationally and internationally. They sit between 
the AAS and discipline-specific societies. A key function of the NCs therefore is to connect the AAS 
with such societies in a way that enables a two-way flow of information and expertise. On the one 
hand, the AAS can draw on the expertise held within societies when needed, for example, in 
formulating position papers to present to Government, or responding to the community’s need for 
information and informed opinion. Conversely, the NCs link directly to societies through 
membership on those committees (on a rotating basis). Therefore, there is a link directly back tomembership on those committees (on a rotating basis). Therefore, there is a link directly back to 
society Executive Committees, and societies can provide input into the workings of the NCs.

The NC for Cellular and Developmental Biology is one of three newly configured NCs that redress 
the imbalance in representation of the biological sciences within the NC structure. As noted 
previously, our current committee comprises Richard Harvey (member AAS, Chair), Peter Currie 
(ANZSCDB), Marie Bogoyevitch (ASBMB), Moira O’Bryan (Society for Reproductive Biology), 
Christine Beveridge (Australian Society of Plant Scientists) Martin Pera (Australian Society ofChristine Beveridge (Australian Society of Plant Scientists), Martin Pera (Australian Society of 
Stem Cell Research/Stem Cells Australia) and Benjamin Kile (EMCR). Alpha Yap will also join this 
NC in due course representing ANZSCDB (replacing Peter Currie), as will Natasha Harvey, as an 
EMCR and representing the Australian Vascular Biology Society. 

Our activities over the last months have been rather muted due to grant writing activities. 
However, we had our first teleconference in late November 2013, where we discussed committee 

b hi T f R f d th d i i t ti i d i iti t d di l ith AASmembership, Term of Reference and other administrative issues, and initiated a dialogue with AAS 
staff focused on NC activities. We also committed to the necessary Society outreach activities 
that will include establishing channels of communication through newsletter reports such as this 
one, and appropriate web-links. I am happy to report that we have secured Sir John Gurdon as 
the Keynote speaker at Combio2014 (28th Sept – 2nd Oct) and that he has also agreed to give a 
lecture at the Shine Dome on 27th Sept 2014, hosted by the AAS. A formal letter of invitation has 
been forwarded by AAS President Suzanne Cory. This is a great opportunity for both the lay and 
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scientifically-literate public to get a glimpse into the mind and achievements of a Nobel. We also 
plan to engage the media and policy arms of the AAS in working with Stem Cells Australia and 
other bodies to raise awareness of the proliferation of bogus stem cell therapies in Australia and 
abroad. 



AAS Report continued
I will report briefly here on two meetings that I participated in recently aimed at setting high-end 
agendas for the NCs. I participated in a teleconference with some of the new NC Chairs along 
with Andrew Holmes (AAS Foreign Secretary) and Nancy Prichard (AAS International Programs) 
on 4th Dec 2013, and also in a face-to-face meeting of all NC Chairs (or their delegates) on 25th, g ( g )
March 2014 with the AAS executive (including President Suzanne Cory, Marilyn Renfree -
Secretary, Biological Sciences, and Chennupati Jadadish - Secretary, 
Physical Sciences). The latter meeting in particular helped forge 
connections between NCs with common interests and overlapping society 
representation, and raise awareness of two important activities of the AAS 
and NCs. The first relates to linkages with International Societies and 
Unions including the International Council for Science (ICSU/ICS) aUnions, including the International Council for Science (ICSU/ICS), a 
non-governmental organization with a global membership of 120 scientific 
bodies or unions representing 140 countries, and other discipline-specific 
umbrella organisations. The AAS maintains membership in a number of 
such bodies, including the International Union of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology, and International Union of Biological Sciences, and 
sees this as an important component of its international program, seeking 
to have a voice in setting international science policy through voting

Professor Marilyn 
to have a voice in setting international science policy through voting 
membership on committees and involvement in large scale projects such 
as International Polar Year, International Geophysical Year and Future Earth, and schemes that 
promote science in the developing world. Bruce McKeller (AAS former Secretary – Physical 
Sciences) has been involved recently in an external review of the ICSU and gave a report. In 
truth, the profile of the ICSU within the biological sciences is low (although this is being 
addressed through the review). Furthermore, I sense that while some 370 Australian scientists sit 

i t ti l itt d i i f i t ti l i ti it t

Renfree

on international committees and commissions of international unions, activity amongst our 
biological societies appear to be either non-existent or low, and not generally perceived to be of 
significant value to scientific and society life in Australia. However, our NC will undertake a more 
formal evaluation of these links and explore ways to maintain and strengthen the ones that matter 
the most to us.

The other main issue discussed at the NC Chairs meeting was the value of discipline-specific 
Decadal Plans. Such plans represent a major undertaking but can be a major force in shaping 
government opinion and science policy. They are designed to lay down a vision for the needs of 
specific disciplines into the future that can be used by government and other agencies such as 
the media to shape policy. They could cover, for example, infrastructure, technology 
development, international connections, education of a literate workforce, public expectations, 
issues of ethics and society etc. Many NCs have taken up the challenge of producing Decadal 
Plans over the years, mostly in the physical sciences.

8
SRB Newsletter  October 2014

Plans over the years, mostly in the physical sciences. 



AAS report continued
Our initial impressions were that this might not be appropriate in the biological and biomedical 
science sectors due in part the fast evolving and mercurial nature of our disciplines and the 
appearance of other reports such as the McKeon Review from time to time. This is obviously an 
important issue for this NC and we will continue to discuss and debate this at a high level over p g
the coming months. I will report further on these issues in subsequent bulletins. I hope this has 
been informative. We of course welcome comment and feedback from our Society membership 
and executive. You can find more about the Australian Academy of Science and its workings and 
committees, including Terms of Reference of National Committees and minutes on the 2014 NC 
Chairs meeting, on 

http://www science org au/http://www.science.org.au/

On behalf of the NC for Cellular and 
Developmental Biology,

Richard P Harvey (Chair)
Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute, 
Sydney, Australia
Email: r.harvey@victorchang.edu.au

(SRB representative moira.obryan@monash.edu) Professor Moira 
O'Bryan 

Professor Richard 
Harvey

SRB Life Members awarded in Melbourne 2014
Congratulations to John Jim Eugenie and RobertCongratulations to John, Jim, Eugenie and Robert 

who are new Life Members of SRB

99

John Aitken
University of 
Newcastle

Jim Cummins
Murdoch University

Robert Norman
Robinson Research 

Institute

Eugenie Lumbers
University of Newcastle
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SRB Annual Scientific Conference, Adelaide, 23rd-26th August 2015

2015 SRB Founder’s and President’s Lecture
Call for nominations

The SRB Council are inviting SRB members to submit separate nominations for the 2015

Founder’s Lecturer and the 2015 President’s Lecturer.

The Founder’s Lecturer is the Society's major plenary speaker at the Annual Scientific 

Meeting.  Nominations are open for a leading international researcher recognised for 

their major contributions towards advancing our understanding of any aspect oftheir major contributions towards advancing our understanding of any aspect of 

reproductive biology.

The President’s Lecturer is also a keynote plenary lecturer. Nominations are open for a 

leading researcher from Australia or New Zealand recognised for their major 

contributions towards advancing our understanding of any aspect of reproductive biology.

Please send nominations for either plenary speaker to the Secretary, Kirsty Pringle at 

SocietyReproductiveBiology@gmail.com by Monday October 27th 2014.  

Before nominating someone, please check that they are willing to be nominated and are 

available to travel to Adelaide for the conference.  

In your nomination, please include:

(1) a short letter outlining the reasons for your 

nomination and confirming that the nominee is 

available, and 

(2) an abbreviated CV (maximum 1 page) from 

the nominee (to be sent electronically to thethe nominee (to be sent electronically to the 

Secretary with the nomination).

After receiving your nomination, a confirmation email will be sent out.  If you do not 

receive a confirmation email within 2 working days, please contact Liza O’Donnell 

directly on 0408543059 or liza.odonnell@MIMR-PHI.org.  

Dr Liza O’Donnell 

SRB Founder’s and President’s Lecturer Secretary 
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SRB Awards from Melbourne 2014
Robinson Institute RCRH Award
Winner Rebecca Robker receiving  
her award from Sarah Robertson.

Newcastle ECR Award
Winner Duangporn Jamsai
receiving her award from John 
Aitken.

Meat & Livestock New Scientist Award
Winner Melanie Sutton-McDowall receiving 
her award from Eileen McLaughlin.

Oozoa Award
Winner Justine Olcorn
receiving her award from 
Eileen McLaughlin
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SRB Awards from Melbourne 2014
SRB David Healy New Investigator Award
Winner Jessie Sutherland receiving her award
from James Deane and Eileen McLaughlin.

SRB ECR P t A dSRB ECR Poster Award
Winner Jessica Stringer
receiving her award from
Lois Salamonsen and 
Eileen McLaughlin.

SRB MCR Poster Award
Winner Ellen Menkhorst receiving her award 
from Lois Salamonsen and Eileen McLaughlinfrom Lois Salamonsen and Eileen McLaughlin.

ANZPRA Award
Winner Sophea Heng
receiving her award from
Claire Roberts.
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SRB-RFD publication of the year award 2014
Congratulations to Jane Girling from The University of Melbourne 
on the award of the SRB-RFD Publication of the Year Award 2014. 
The award was for her publication entitled: Follistatin is essential 
for the normal postnatal 
development and function of 
mouse oviduct and uterus. 
Holdsworth-Carson, S.J.; 
Craythorn, R.G.; Winnall, W.R.; 
Dhaliwal, K.; Genovese, R.; 
Nowell, C.J.; Rogers, P.A.W.; de 
Kretser; D.M.; Hedger, M.P.;Kretser; D.M.; Hedger, M.P.; 
Girling, J.E. (2014) Reproduction, 
Fertility and Development. Epub
ahead of print.

Reproduction, Fertility and Development is the official 
journal of the Society of Reproductive Biology. Published 
eight times a year, it features high-quality research on all 
scientific aspects of reprod ction and de elopment

Reproduction, Fertility and Development

scientific aspects of reproduction and development, 
including reproductive technologies. 
The journal now has an impact factor of 2.577.

Authors submitting their work to Reproduction, 
Fertility and Development can expect a first decision on 
their manuscript within an average of 23 days. Manuscripts 
are published Online Early within an average of 46 days of p y g y
acceptance, and are indexed in PubMed and MEDLINE 
immediately on publication.

There are no page charges to publish in the journal, 
and colour is free online and in PDFs. The journal promotes Green Open Access: authors 
may deposit the pre-publication version of their accepted 
manuscript without embargo in a personal or institutional 

it G ld O A i l il bl t ll th
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repository. Gold Open Access is also available to all authors 
on payment of an article processing charge.

To submit your own high-quality research to Reproduction, Fertility and Development, 
follow the Instructions to Authors at www.publish.csiro.au/journals/rfd.
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WCRB Reports from travel grant awardees

Rebecca Robker received one of the SRB sponsored MCR awards

Congratulations to James Deane, Tracey Edgell, Duangporn Jamsai, Brett Nixon, Rebecca 
Robker, Elizabeth Bromfield, Hannah Brown, Ellen Menkhorst, Jessie Sutherland and Linda Wu 

on being awarded travel grants to attend the WCRB in Edinburgh.

Rebecca Robker received one of the SRB-sponsored MCR awards. 
She gave an invited presentation ‘The Obese Oocyte’ at the Embryo 
Metabolism Satellite meeting immediately prior to the WCRB conference. 
This satellite meeting was a highlight of the WCRB conference with leaders 
such as Henry Leese, Nick Macklon and Kelle Moley each giving excellent 
presentations. The meeting was such a success that another is being 
tentatively planned for 2017. The WCRB itself was a great conference-
with the Scottish dancing lessons a fun and memorable activity.

Brett Nixon  was a recipient of a Mid-Career Researcher Travel Award 
and presented his research on “The role of the molecular chaperone 
HSPA2 in unexplained failure of IVF”. The scientific program was a 
genuine highlight with several outstanding plenary and symposium 
presentations, in addition to >300 posters, that served to showcase the 

f fdiversity of outstanding research being conducted in our field.

Jessie Sutherland presented a poster on research she has undertaken 
defining the role of the Musashi RNA-binding proteins in 
spermatogenesis and male fertility. A particular highlight  of the 
conference for her was the talk given by Prof. Patricia Hunt on the 
environmental effects on gametogenesis within the control of meiosis

Ellen Menkhorst presented a poster: 'Trophoblast-decidual crosstalk 
optimises trophoblast invasion'. Hightlights of the confeeence for Ellen 
were presentations from Anne Croy and her student Michael Rasted
showing that not only uterine/placental angiogenesis is impaired in 

environmental effects on gametogenesis within the control of meiosis 
lecture series.

g y p g g p
women with preeclampsia, but that fetal angiogenesis is also impaired. 

Linda Linyan Wu presented 
her work on “Restoring 
mitochondria in oocytes of 
obese mice normalizes 
embryo development” which

Duangporn Jamsai was invited to 
give a talk at the satellite meeting 
for the British Andrology Society 
and presented a poster at the 
WCRB The title of her talk was

1414

embryo development , which 
attracted lots of attention, 
discussion and valuable 
feedback. 

WCRB. The title of her talk was 
"When splicing goes wrong: a 
mechanism for spermatid
differentiation". 
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WCRB Reports from travel grant awardees
James Deane was really pleased to be able to attend and present at the 
WCRB in Edinburgh. He found The Stem Cells and Development symposium 
a highlight and thought it was exciting to see how well Australian reproductive 
research compares to what is being done in the rest of the world Jamesresearch compares to what is being done in the rest of the world. James 
presented a poster on mouse endometrial stem/progenitor cells and took part 
in a session on the SRB table where he spoke to interested researchers from 
all over the world, most notably the Japanese contingent who were extremely 
excited about hosting the 2017 WCRB in Okinawa. 

Hannah Brown had her abstract selected for an oral presentation in the 
Epigenetics session. Highlights for her from the WCRB meeting 
included the plenary session from Professor Sarah Robertson, and the 
talk on Origin and Fate of Epimutations, given by Prof John 
McCarrey. Hannah thought that the rapid developments in the field of 
iPS cells and stem cell generation of germ cells was really 
exciting. She also found the blessing of the Haggis at the dinner pretty 
spectacular.

SRB Fellows awarded in Melbourne 2014
Congratulations to Charles and Lynne who are new 

Fellows of the Society for Reproductive Biology

SRB F ll d (l ft t i ht) Ph t 1 Eil M L hli Ch l All Ki t P i l

1515

SRB Fellow awards (left to right) Photo 1 - Eileen McLaughlin, Charles Allan, Kirsty Pringle; 
Photo2 - Eileen McLaughlin, Lynne Selwood, Kirsty Pringle.
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Report on the 9th Ruminant Reproduction 
Symposium, Obihiro Japan, August 25-29th

Obihiro is a relatively small city on the central-eastern side of Hokkaido
island (the large northern island of Japan) and was the venue for the 9thisland (the large northern island of Japan), and was the venue for the 9
Ruminant Reproduction Symposium. Approximately 200 delegates attended, 
and nearly all invited presentations were focused on cattle reproduction. So 
even though I missed the first morning as there was an overlap between SRB 
and this meeting, I thoroughly enjoyed getting back into a cow-focussed 
meeting. One of the strong messages that emerged is “the mouse is not a 
cow” and it was great to see the advances in cattle developmental biology 
(Pfeiffer New Zealand) metabolomics (Fair Ireland) and gene networks

Associate 
Professor Jeremy

Thompson

(Pfeiffer, New Zealand), metabolomics (Fair, Ireland) and gene networks 
(Hoekler, Germany). Another major theme was how to deal with the poor 
fertility in high performance dairy cows, with several aspects examined, 
especially endometrial environment and how that 

can be rescued by cycle management and feeding regimes. Imakawa
(Japan) provided an elegant model potentially explaining the 
phylogenic development of ungulate placentation based on 

i l i d d l i f ki idi i i hretroviral-induced alterations of cytokines – providing an insight 
that different placentation systems reflects different immunological 
requirements. Advances in understanding mechanisms and 
consequences in uterine and mammary infection were also of 
interest, in particular the reproductive tract health impact of mastisis
was a new insight for me. Overall a great meeting, good socialising 
with wonderful food and Japanese entertainment  – and even an outing into the nearby mountains 
to see the “nature” of Japan. I  would like to sincerely thank and acknowledged support from SRB 
for the sponsorship of the meeting and Cook Medical for assistance with my travel.
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The ECR Collaborative Research Grants will fund the travel of an ECR to the institution of 
another ECR, for the purpose of planning joint research and/or the conduct of preliminary

SRB Early Career Researchers Collaborative
Research Grants. Deadline: 31/10/14
another ECR, for the purpose of planning joint research and/or the conduct of preliminary 
experiments, or to allow the training of an ECR by another (for example in a 
technique). ECRs are defined as being within eight years of the award of their PhD. 
Successful applicants will receive a grant-in-aid up to a maximum of AUD $1,500. Information 
on the application process is available on the SRB website . The deadline for applications is 
the 31st October, with applicants being notified by the end of December. 

Further details can be
found  on the SRB website: 
http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/travel-
grants-and-awards/ .

Applications must be emailed to the 
secretary of the Society: Kirsty Pringle 
email: 
SocietyReproductiveBiology@gmail.com

Applications are now being received for this year’s highly prestigious SRB Visiting Lecturer

SRB Visiting Lecturer Award  for 
Mid-Career Researchers
Applications are now being received for this year s highly prestigious SRB Visiting Lecturer 
Award. The aim of annual Visiting Lecturer Award is to allow the Society to promote the 
career(s) of our many loyal mid-career researchers in the field of reproductive biology. The 
award, with a value of AUD $5,000, will provide finances to allow the recipient (a mid-career 
researcher between 8 and 20 years post-PhD) to travel to at least three centres (excluding 
their home city) in Australasia. At each centre the awardee will present at least one lecture 
(lectures may be to an academic or public audience or preferably both). The award will also 

id th t it t f ilit t l di i h d ll b tiprovide the opportunity to facilitate general discussion on research and collaborations 
between SRB members. 

It is hoped that the creation of the SRB Visiting Lecturer Award will be beneficial in promoting 
the standing of the recipient in the field of reproductive biology. The deadline for applications 
is the 5th December 2014. Further information on the submission process can be found 
under the Travel Grants and Awards section on the SRB website. http://www.srb.org.au/main-
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Student News
Hi SRB student members,

We would like to thank everyone who was involved in making SRB Melbourne 2014 a 
wonderful success.  The program was a diverse array of new concepts and exciting 
developments in reproductive science The plenary sessions and invited speaker talks weredevelopments in reproductive science.  The plenary sessions and invited speaker talks were 
inspirational and gave students the ability to connect with the leaders in our field.  We are 
grateful to the SRB council who continue to support our attendance and make it possible by 
providing student travel awards.  We urge those of you who haven’t yet claimed travel awards 
to let us know so you can be reimbursed.  

Students were given many wonderful opportunities to present their work in a friendly 
environment on a national stage.  The new investigator award sessions were of very high 
quality and were hotly contested.  They were well attended and we thank SRB council for 
their ongoing support of these sessions.  Congratulations to those who presented and to the 
winners.  The ‘Meet the Professor’ session was another wonderful event and gave us an 
insight into the lives of our leaders.  The student invited technical speaker talks were a new 
fantastic addition.  Start thinking about techniques you would like presented or techniques 
you could present for next year.  Thanks to everyone who participated and to those attending 
and supporting us.and supporting us. 

Another fabulous student scholar function was held 
at PJ O’Brien’s this year.  The relaxed environment 
encouraged everyone to socialize and network.  
The ‘Publican meets Parliament’ minute thesis 
competition was a lot of fun and we really encourage 
you to get involved next year.  

We would like to thank Amy Winship, the outgoing 
student rep for all her fantastic work over the last two 
years.  Your wonderful ideas and enthusiasm has 
really enhanced SRB for students. With this, we are delighted to welcome the new student 
rep Fiona Brownfoot.  We look forward to her contribution and know that the future of SRB for 
students is in good hands. 

We would love to hear any feedback or any great ideas you might have to enhance SRB ToWe would love to hear any feedback or any great ideas you might have to enhance SRB.  To 
stay in touch throughout the year make sure you join SRB facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/SocietyReproductiveBiology.  

We look forward to another 
exciting SRB in Adelaide 2015.  

Best wishes
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Hi SRB ECR members, 

Thanks for making another SRB conference full of first-class 
research and entertaining social events. If you haven’t yet 

Early Career Researcher News

claimed your registration subsidy please do so now by 
emailing your details to Jeremy Thompson at: 
jeremy.thompson@adelaide.edu.au. 

Each year we hold a few ECR targeted social and career 
development events. This year there was the grant writing 
workshop, a meet the professor session and the “meeting of theworkshop, a meet the professor session and the meeting of the 
minds” networking event. We also asked you to discuss your 
research in 60 seconds or less in the science meets publican 
challenge. Fiona Brownfoot took home the prize and has won a 
trip to Canberra to represent the Society at the next Science 
meets Parliament, where she will learn more about science 
communication, political advocacy, and science policy. Fiona will 
also get the opportunity to meet with a federal MP or Senator atalso get the opportunity to meet with a federal MP or Senator at 
Parliament House and have a great experience to put on the CV! 
We strongly encourage all ECRs to consider applying next year 
for this fantastic opportunity.

Now we want to hear from you. What social or career 
developments would you like us to provide next year? A survey 

ill b t t t ll ECR’ ili li t kwill be sent out to all ECR’s on our mailing list so keep your eyes 
peeled and please give us some feedback.  

Jonathan McGuane has finished his tenure as ECR rep. We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank him for his hard work 
and excellent initiatives and to welcome our new ECR rep Dr 
John Schjenken (Robinson Research Institute at University of 
Adelaide). If you have any ECR issues you would like to discuss 
or something you would like promoted on the SRB facebook
page please don’t hesitate to contact us 
(john.schjenken@adelaide.edu.au; 
tamara.leahy@sydney.edu.au). 

Best wishes,,

John Schjenken and Tamara Leahy

ECR Representatives
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