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President’s Report
Strategic Plan – May Federal Budget

We live in interesting times! I am sure that all of the 

members have watched with some concern the 

debate in senate on the governments Higher 

Education and Research Reform Amendment 

(HERRA) Bill in December 2014, and the 

subsequently introduced revised version of the Bill in 

2015 – the Higher Education and Research Reform 

(HERR) Bill. The defeat of the legislation has left 

universities in a state of significant uncertainty about 

future funding, with key research income streams 

including Future Fellowships scheme also in doubt. While the 

government did not confirm its previous statement that the National 

Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) would not be 

funded unless the reforms were passed, funding for this critical 

national program has only been secured for a single year. Against this 

backdrop the NHMRC budget allocation in 2014 dropped below the 

2008 investment, with success rates below 15%. So all eyes will be 

on the May budget with hopefully, following major lobbying campaigns 

by ASMR and others, no major cuts to ARC or NHMRC research 

spending. Education Minister Pyne, has indicated that he intends to 

put forward a further version of the higher education reforms later in 

2015, with deregulation of fees to remain a major component but 

potentially decoupled from the cuts to higher education funding and 

possibly not involving cuts to research funding.

Scientific and Public Outreach

Thanks to the hard work and enthusiasm of all our Council members and Secretariat, the 

Society continues to thrive and prosper. Our third public forum “Making Babies in the 21st 

Century”, coordinated by Rebecca Robker (POC co-chair) will be held in conjunction with the 

annual scientific meeting in Adelaide. Council hopes that all members will participate in this 

event and will be able to enlist the support of their institutions and colleagues for this timely 

publication of the urgent need by government and funding agencies to invest in reproductive 

research. 

Described in this newsletter, the sterling work of our Publicity Secretary Melanie MacDowell and 

ECR representative Jarmon Lee at Science Meets Parliament (SmP) and Catherine Itmans

report on Science meets Policymakers. Following on from this SRB requested admittance to 

Consumers Health Forum of Australia (CHF) as an Associate Member and Council encourages 

all members participate in the Society’s responses - as the CEO Adam Stankevicius of CHF
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has responded  by indicating ‘It is very exciting when scientists and clinicians want to 

participate in the national health policy debate, as it adds to the level of evidence-based debate 

and discussion, which we always welcome’.

Australasian Preeclampsia Network: next meeting 1-2 May 2015

I am delighted to report that following the inaugural workshop hosted by Prof Steven Tong in 

Melbourne last October that the Australasian Preeclampsia Network (APN) has made a flying 

start and its next workshop will be in Adelaide and hosted by Prof Claire Roberts.

Strategic Plan – new developments not for profit charity and philanthropy 

We have recently created the ability for SRB members to have the opportunity to donate to the 

Society. As a valued member, whose career has benefited from the Society’s support over the 

years, this is an ideal way to give back to SRB. These funds will go towards supporting junior 

and mid-career travel grants, as well as promoting student and early career engagement 

research awards. The good news is in the near future this can be in the form of a tax 

deductable gift, as the Society is currently registering as a not-for-profit charity. These funds will 

enable us to keep on growing and offering a high level of stipends and funding to our members 

in these straightened times. We would like to thank you in advance for your generosity and for 

supporting the future activities of the Society for Reproductive Biology!

Response to Regulation of Autologous Stem Cell Therapies: Therapeutic Goods 

Administration Discussion Paper drafted by Catherine Itman

March 2nd, 2015

Dear Dr Tony Manderson,

Please find below a statement from the Society for Reproductive Biology (SRB) in response to 

the TGA Discussion Paper on the Regulation of Autologous Stem Cell Therapies.

‘It is the position of the Society for Reproductive Biology (SRB) that autologous stem cells are 

used in a therapeutic context and should therefore be considered a biological and be subject to 

regulation. Such regulation should protect patients against the inherent risks related to 

autologous stem cell acquisition, manipulation and application and guard against the presently 

unqualified claims of health benefits from autologous stem cell use. It should enable an 

environment conducive to clinical trials and the reporting of adverse events, in order to 

establish an evidence base upon which the risks and benefits of autologous stem cell use can 

be quantified for future public benefit. In our view, there is presently insufficient evidence of an 

arguable public health benefit from therapeutic treatments based on autologous stem cells.

SRB consider that Options 4 and 5 provide the most satisfactory level of patient protection due 

to the requirement for safety, restrictions on patient access, reporting of adverse health effects 

and blockade on advertising to the public. We acknowledge that regulation of autologous stem 

cells will restrict the availability of a number of treatments that are presently accessible. We 

caution that an unintended outcome may be that patients circumvent restrictions by seeking 

treatment in other countries in which standards of medical practice and patient care may result 

in post-operative complications that could place additional burden on Australia’s healthcare 

system. These adverse health outcomes may be limited to the patient, or  could be a more
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widespread public health threat, such as exposure to antibiotic-resistant infection agents. We 

therefore suggest that any regulations imposed are a balanced consideration of the risks and 

benefits with respect to individual patients and the broader public, and acknowledge that this 

may lead to consideration of Option 3.

Furthermore, SRB are concerned that autologous stem cells are commonly sourced from 

adipose tissue, a site of toxin accumulation, and that this could result in unanticipated changes 

in cellular behaviour following their manipulation and use. This could pose greater risk to the 

patient compared to cells sourced from other tissues and we therefore propose that the TGA 

consider stricter regulation of stem cells derived from adipose tissue compared to other 

tissues’.

Final thoughts

This is my last newsletter and I would like to thank all SRB Executive Council, Council and SRB 

members for their generous and unstinting help in what has been a great experience for me as 

President. I warmly offer my sincere wishes to my successor Chris O’Neil.

Introducing Our President-Elect
Chris is Professor of Reproductive and Developmental Medicine at 

Sydney Medical School and a member of the Kolling Institute for 

Medical Research at Royal North Shore Hospital in Sydney. He is a 

proud graduate of the University of Newcastle, where he completed 

both his B.Sc.(hon) and PhD degrees. His PhD was in the field of 

reproductive embryology (under the supervision of P.J. Quinn) which 

resulted in the identification of embryo-derived Paf, the first autocrine

embryotrophic ligand discovered. After a brief postdoctoral stint in the 

Veterinary School at Sydney University (with A.A. Gidley-Baird) he 

took up a post in 1984 at Royal North Shore Hospital running the 

fledgling ART program for around 10 years. He then moved to an academic post at the same 

Institution where he has remained. He has joint appointments in the Departments of 

Physiology and Medicine, University of Sydney, has held near continuous Category 1 

research funding since 1983 and has a deep and abiding interest in the mechanisms that 

govern normal (and abnormal) embryo development. His current major research focus is on 

the epigenetic reprogramming of the embryonic genome and the regulation of the maternal to 

zygotic transition. Chris has been a regular member of NHMRC grant review panels since 

1988, serves on several editorial boards, and is also a member of the NHMRC Licensing 

Committee. He is an enthusiastic sailor, surfer, snow skier and motorbiker. As a member of 

the SRB since 1980, Chris is excited to become the next President of this important Society 

at this challenging time for research in Australia. 

Prof Chris 

O’Neill
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Accounts for the FY 2014-15

Current equity from March 31 was $348,723, up considerably from the same

time last year ($331,236).  Again, we are receiving strong returns from our 

investments and the conference dividend distribution (our share of the 

conference profit) was $15, 172, well up on the $8K budgeted and last year’s 

total.

2014 Conference Student and ECR support

All eligible conference support funding has now been distributed, thanks.

However, distributions really do need to be done expediently, so the 

Committee is considering a deadline for travel grants and ECR support for 

the 2015 Annual meeting.

Best wishes,

Jeremy Thompson

SRB Treasurer

Dr Kirsty Pringle

Secretary’s Report
NOMINATIONS FOR SRB COUNCIL

Have you ever wanted to be on the SRB Council? 

Well now is your chance! The call for nominations for the position of 

Treasurer and for an Ordinary Council Member will soon be sent out. 

All members of the Society are eligible for the position and I would 

encourage you to apply. New ECR and Student Representatives will also 

be needed so start thinking about whether you would like to be nominated 

or whether you have someone in mind who would be a great ECR/Student 

Rep. The new Council Members will take up their positions after the Annual 

General Meeting in August 2015 for a period of three years. 

Look out for the emails coming around in May!

Best wishes

Kirsty Pringle

SRB Secretary



SRB Annual Scientific Conference, 

Adelaide, 23-26th August 2015

Public Forum-Making Babies in the 21st Century: Towards Equality in Health.

Michael Davies, Claire Roberts, Sarah Robertson, plus others.

Founder’s Lecture: Prof Blanche Capel (Duke University, USA)

Blanche Capel, PhD, is a James B. Duke Professor of Cell Biology at Duke 

University Medical Center, where she began her research laboratory in 1993. 

Her graduate training was in mouse genetics and stem cell biology with Beatrice 

Mintz at Fox Chase Cancer Center and the University of Pennsylvania, followed 

by postdoctoral research in the Lovell-Badge laboratory at the National Institute 

for Medical Research, Mill Hill, London, leading to the discovery of Sry, the male 

sex determining gene in mammals.

President’s Lecture: Prof Moira O’Bryan (Monash University)

Moira graduated from The University of Melbourne in 1994, after which she was 

awarded an Andrew Mellon Foundation Fellowship to work at The Population 

Council, New York. She returned to Australian, and the Monash Institute of 

Reproduction and Development, in 1996 as a National Health and Medical 

Research Council (NHMRC) Peter Doherty Fellow. She is currently a Professor, 

NHMRC Principal Research Fellow and the Deputy Head of the Department of 

Anatomy and Developmental Biology at Monash University. The focus of her lab 

encompasses: sperm and cilia development, genetic causes of human infertility and the 

implications for ‘reproductive’ proteins on health broadly.

ECRs have organised a Wednesday afternoon workshop entitled ‘Doctors without 

Academic Borders’ which will feature a few short talks by a variety of PhDs who chose non-

academic career paths. This will be followed by a Q&A panel session and an informal mixer 

to encourage further networking. This workshop is free to attendees, but SRB ECRs and 

students will receive priority entry. 
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Key Dates

Abstract submission deadline: Friday 12th June

Earlybird registration deadline: Friday 12th June

SRB Newsletter May 2015

SRB Public Forum

SRB 2015 Plenary speakers

SRB Career Development Workshop
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Novel mechanisms of transgenerational inheritance

Damian Dowling (Monash Univ)

Angela Crean (Australian National Univ)

Richard Saffery (Univ of Melb)

Understanding and treating pre-eclampsia

Stephen Tong (Univ of Melb)

Euan Wallace (MIMR-PHI)

Mark Brown (Univ of Sydney)

Ben Mol (Univ of Adelaide)

Biosensing and nanobiosensing in reproductive medicine

Mark Hutchinson (Univ of Adelaide)

Ewa Goldys (Macquarie Univ)

Brant Gibson (RMIT)

Immune and cytokine pathways in the reproductive tract

Ken Beagley (Univ of Queensland)

John Schjenken (Univ of Adelaide)

Jeff Keelan (Univ Western Australia)

Martha Lappas (Univ of Melbourne)

Sex determination and gonadal development  

Dagmar Wilhelm (Monash Univ)

Karla Hutt (MIMR-PHI)

Lisa Schwantz (Univ New South Wales)

Frank Grutzner (Univ of Adelaide)

Developmental programming of insulin resistance and hypertension

Catherine Suter (Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute)

Leonie Heilbronn (Univ of Adelaide)

Peter Mark (Univ of Western Australia)

Karen Moritz (Univ of Queensland)

SRB Symposia and Forum Themes
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Science and Technology Australia (STA) hosted Science Meets Parliament (SmP) on the 24th

and 25th March. The first day of SmP involved workshops science communication at different 

levels including how journalists turn science into news, the art of political meetings and 

policymaking. We were then fortunate to be taught the fine art of the 60 second pitch by Dr 

Rod Lambert and Dr Will Grant from the Centre for the Public Awareness of Science. Check 

out their webcast “Scom Bomb” and articles within “The Conversation” for tips on how to put 

an unique spin on your pitch. 

A gala dinner in the Great Hall, Parliament House rounded off 

the day, hosted by Adam Spencer and speakers included Ian 

Macfarlene (Minister for Industry and Science) and Bill Shorten 

(Leader of the Opposition).

The second day of SmP was held at Parliament House, where 

all delegates were assigned meetings with parliamentarians. 

Compared to last year, there was a larger representation of 

both sides of government and membership to “Parliamentary 

Friends of Science” was more diverse. I was very fortunate to 

meet with Karen Andrews MP, the relatively newly appointed 

parliamentary secretary for Industry and Science and two of 

her science advisors. Along with talking about specific research, 

she was very interested in our opinions on retaining women in 

science and promoting science in primary school. 

Stemming from my meeting with Karen Andrews at SmP, she visited the University of 

Adelaide on 17th April, including a tour of the Robinson Research Institute laboratories.

Best wishes,

Mel McDowall

PR Secretary

Left to right: UoA visit. Karen Andrews, Mel McDowall, Mark 

Hutchinson (Director of the ARC Centre of Excellence for 

Nanoscale BioPhotonics, CNBP), Kathy Nicholson (COO, CNBP)

Left to right: SmP meeting. 

Emma Johnson (UNSW, 

marine ecologist), Joshua 

Ross (Uni of Adelaide, 

mathematician), Mel 

McDowall (Uni of Adelaide, 

embryologist)
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18th International Congress of Animal Reproduction

ICAR

June 26- 30th 2016, in Tours, France

Cutting edge science…

Beyond the recent developments of reproductive physiology studies and biotechnologies in 

farmed and wild species, this edition of ICAR will bring up several emerging topics and 

concepts, including predictive biology, epigenetic regulations, developmental origin of adult 

health and new insights in neuroendocrinology. Gathering outstanding speakers in the 

different fields of reproduction research, from basic knowledge acquisition to field 

application, this conference will provide high quality scientific contents to any attendee.

… In the garden of France

Located in the centre of France, the Loire Valley is a road to history. The majestic Loire river 

flows peacefully in a bucolic environment punctuated by precious traces of the past. 

Amongst them, the castles from the Renaissance period (Chambord, Chenonceau,…) 

became the obvious symbol of this region. Architectural treasures legated from the past, 

they also bear the history of France and its Kings. Region of traditions, the Loire Valley is a 

conservatory of French way of life with delicate and tasteful gastronomy and worldwide 

known wines. All these treasures will be at easy reach to the ICAR participants during the 

meeting itself and during post conference tours.

For more information see:

http://icar2016.org

https://www.facebook.com/events/399921606724192/

http://icar2016.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/399921606724192/
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Reproduction, Fertility and Development is the official 

journal of the Society of Reproductive Biology. Published eight 

times a year, it features high-quality research on all scientific 

aspects of reproduction and development, including 

reproductive technologies. The journal now has an impact 

factor of 2.577.

Authors submitting their work to Reproduction, Fertility and 

Development can expect a first decision on their manuscript 

within an average of 23 days. Manuscripts are published online 

early within an average of 46 days of acceptance, and are 
indexed in PubMed and MEDLINE immediately on publication.

Reproduction, Fertility and Development

There are no page charges to publish in the journal, and colour 

is free online and in PDFs. The journal promotes Green Open 

Access: authors may deposit the pre-publication version of their accepted manuscript without 

embargo in a personal or institutional repository. Gold Open Access is also available to all 

authors on payment of an article processing charge. To submit your own high-quality research 

to Reproduction, Fertility and Development, follow the Instructions to Authors at 

www.publish.csiro.au/journals/rfd.

SRB-RFD Publication of the Year Award
“SRB is pleased to announce the continued support of our official journal Reproduction, 

Fertility and Development for the next three years. Reproduction, Fertility and Development 

provide key support for the RFD Award Lecture and SRB Founders Lecture at the annual 

meeting, and we encourage members to consider this journal when publishing their research.

SRB-RFD Publication of the Year Award

Nominations are now open for the SRB-RFD Publication of the Year Award. This award is 

open to SRB members who are the first or last author of a paper published in Reproduction, 

Fertility and Development over the past year (June 2014 – May 2015). Aside from looking 

great on your CV, the winning paper will be made freely available online to help maximise the 

impact of your research. Please send your entries to the council’s RFD-liaison (Jo James, 

j.james@auckland.ac.nz) by the 1st of June with the full paper reference and a brief paragraph 

outlining the major findings of the work, and how each author contributed to the paper (noting 

which authors are SRB members). For the full guidelines please see 

http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/travel-grants-and-awards. 

The award will be announced at the SRB conference dinner.

Closing date: 1st of June. 

SRB Newsletter May 2015

http://www.publish.csiro.au/journals/rfd
mailto:j.james@auckland.ac.nz
http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/travel-grants-and-awards
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Dr Patrick Western is the recipient of the 

2015 SRB Visiting Lecturer Award
Dr. Patrick Western – Brief Profile and Research Focus: After completing 

his Ph.D. on Temperature Dependent Sex Determination in the American 

alligator (La Trobe University and the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute), 

Dr. Western moved to Prof. Azim Surani’s laboratory (Cambridge, UK) to 

work on epigenetic reprogramming of somatic cells to a pluripotent stem cell 

state and the regulation of pluripotency in germ cells. He then returned to 

Melbourne and continued work on germline development with Prof. Andrew 

Sinclair as part of the ARC Centre for Biotechnology and Development. In 

2011, Dr. Western moved to the Centre for Genetic Diseases (formerly 

Centre for Reproduction and Development) at Monash Institute of Medical 

Research and established the Germ Cell Development and Epigenetics Group. The ongoing 

aim of his research is to understand signalling and epigenetic mechanisms regulating fetal 

germ cell differentiation, establishment of epigenetic information in the male and female 

germlines, and the impacts of this epigenetic information on offspring in the subsequent 

generation.

SRB Visiting Lecturer Award 2014: The SRB Visiting Lecturer Award (VLA) provides 

important opportunities for like-minded researchers to share skills and ideas, and take a more 

collaborative approach to advancing research in a particular area. This VLA will provide a 

significant opportunity to draw together researchers with expertise and a common interest in 

germline epigenetics. 

An increasing number of studies have linked environmental exposures (diet, toxins, stress) in 

the parent to altered outcomes in the offspring. These effects are thought to be mediated by 

epigenetic changes in the gametes, but the mechanisms involved are poorly understood. 

Epigenetic modifications do not change the DNA sequence, but consist of reversible molecular 

alterations to the chromatin that allow cells to “remember” which genes should be switched on 

or off within cell lineages over multiple cell generations, thereby maintaining cell identity and 

function through life. 

Germ cells are the precursors of sperm and oocytes, which transmit genetic and epigenetic 

information to the offspring. Soon after the formation of germ cells, epigenetic information is 

removed and new epigenetic information established, some of which is inherited by the 

offspring (Fig. 1, see next page) and required for fetal development and cell function during 

adult life. Given that epigenetic modifications are reversible, certain chemicals, drugs, diet and 

other environmental influences are thought to change the epigenetic information contained in 

the germline, and thereby impact on development and health in the offspring. To further 

understand how epigenetic mechanisms control germline development and affect outcomes in 

the offspring we are using genetic and pharmacological approaches to disrupt specific 

epigenetic modifying complexes in the developing germline in mice. 

Dr Patrick Western
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2015 SRB Visiting Lecturer Award continued

This VLA will support meetings between Dr. Western and Dr. Mark Baker (Newcastle), Prof. 

Rob Gilchrist (UNSW), Prof. Chris O’Neill (Sydney), and Dr. Tanya Soboleva and Prof. David 

Tremethick (ANU) aimed at expanding methodologies for manipulating, analysing and 

understanding epigenetic mechanisms in the germline. Our initial approach will be based 

around models developed by Dr. Western in which specific epigenetic modifiers are disrupted 

in the germline. Combined this work aims to improve our understanding of germline

epigenetics and the impacts of transmitted epigenetic information on the offspring, with the 

broader aim of understanding the role of epigenetics in reproduction and inherited disease.

Hi SRB student members,

We are excited to be to hosting ThinkWell at our annual student meeting this year.

ThinkWell is an organization that holds seminars to help academics maximize their 

productivity.  They are focused on optimizing time management, increasing publication output 

and reducing stress so we can gain maximal achievements in our career. They have an 

international reputation and have given talks at Harvard and Oxford and have published three 

commentaries in Nature: waiting for the motivation fairy, turbocharge your writing today, the 

care and maintenance of your advisor. 

We are very grateful to the SRB committee for giving us the opportunity to host Thinkwell and 

for supporting students to attend the conference though travel awards

It should be a fantastic event and we are looking forward to seeing you in Adelaide very soon.

To stay in touch throughout the year make sure you like us on SRB facebook page via 

https://www.facebook.com/Society

ReproductiveBiology.  

See you in Adelaide in August .

Best wishes,

Fiona Brownfoot and Heba Zahid

Student Representatives Fiona Heba

Student News

https://www.facebook.com/SocietyReproductiveBiology
https://www.facebook.com/SocietyReproductiveBiology


Hi SRB ECR members, 

Thanks to those of you who took part in the career development survey at the beginning of the 

year. From the survey it was clear that the ECR group wants to hear from speakers who utilize 

their PhD training outside the traditional academic arena. We have assembled a fantastic group 

of speakers of different backgrounds who will be giving their time to contribute to the Doctors 

Without Academic Borders – alternate PhD career paths session, to be held 2-5pm on 

Wednesday 26th August 2015 at the Adelaide Convention Centre (see http://esa-

srb.org.au/program/wednesday-26th-august/ for list of speakers). We strongly encourage 

everyone to attend as this will be a great session that will give us all an insight into life outside 

academia. The event is generously supported by SRB and is FREE to those registered for the 

conference. Students and other academics are welcome to register. The session will include a 

Q&A panel session and informal ‘mixer’ (Drinks and Nibbles provided!!!) to encourage further 

networking. So remember this session when booking flights and make sure to sign up to this 

event when registering for the conference – why not stay an extra night in beautiful Adelaide!

Also, Science Meets Publican is back! This year it will be held at the "Party like it's the end of 

the World" function at the Worlds End Hotel, just a short walk from Adelaide Convention 

Centre. We need you to start thinking about your "elevator" pitch - how you can sell your 

science to a politician, a reporter, or a key stakeholder in 60 seconds? Keep an eye out for 

more information to be posted over social media and via e-mail in the coming months regarding 

how you can be involved. The winner has the opportunity to attend Science Meets Parliament 

2016 (see 2015 SmP report in this newsletter).

Finally, we have decided not to hold a formal ECR meeting at this year’s conference but both 

Tamara and John (and our new ECR rep) will be available to discuss any ECR issues at the 

networking event following the Doctors Without Academic Borders session, or alternatively 

throughout the conference. If you have any ECR issues you would like to discuss or something 

you would like promoted on the SRB Facebook page please don’t hesitate to contact us 

(john.schjenken@adelaide.edu.au; tamara.leahy@sydney.edu.au).

Best wishes,

John Schienken and Tamara Leahy

ECR Representatives
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John Tamara

http://esa-srb.org.au/program/wednesday-26th-august/
mailto:john.schjenken@adelaide.edu.au
mailto:tamara.leahy@sydney.edu.au


Dr Demelza Ireland (University of Western Australia) and Dr Ellen 

Menkhorst (Hudson Institute of Medical Research)

The SRB Early Career Collaborative Travel Award was used to fund the 

travel of Dr Ireland to Melbourne in April 2015. The objective of the visit was 

for Dr Ireland to use the xCELLigence cell culture platform to 

perform pilot studies of a novel TAK1 inhibitor in several 

endometrial carcinoma cell lines. Furthermore, this visit was to 

enable scientific discussion of the use of flow cytometry to 

enhance new immunology studies being developed by Dr 

Menkhorst. During the visit, training and advice were provided 

in planning, execution and analysis of xCELLigence based cell 

culture studies. Pilot data were generated demonstrating the 

ability of the TAK1 inhibitor to inhibit adhesion, invasion and proliferation by two endometrial 

carcinoma cell lines. Pilot studies were also performed to assess the ability of the TAK1 inhibit 

to enhance the cytotoxicity of doxorubicin in the two cancer cell lines. Whilst in Melbourne, Dr 

Ireland attended the Fetal and Neonatal Workshop satellite to annual meeting of the Perinatal

Society of Australia and New Zealand and presented research seminars to the Translational 

Obstetric Group at Mercy Women’s Hospital and to the Hudson Institute (formally MIMR-PHI 

Institute). Overall this visit provided an opportunity to learn new techniques, generate new 

data, and enabled much scientific discussion and planning. We thank SRB for this opportunity 

to formalise our collaborative relationship. 13

Winners of SRB Early Career Researchers

Collaborative Research Grants
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Dr Brandon Menzies (University of Melbourne) and Dr John Schjenken

(Robinson Research Institute, The University of Adelaide)

The SRB ECR Collaborative Travel Award is going to be used to fund the 

travel of Dr Menzies to Adelaide in July 2015. The objective of the visit is 

for Dr Menzies to receive training in techniques used to analyse the female 

tract response to seminal fluid with the ultimate aim to collaborate and 

generate an in vitro model examining the signalling properties of tammar 

wallaby and other species seminal fluid using mouse uterine epithelial 

cells. These experiments may allow us to understand seminal fluid 

signalling biology in species where it is challenging to obtain appropriate 

tissues. Further, these studies will give an increased understanding of the 

evolutionary importance of seminal fluid signaling. Our initial experiments 

during this visit will examine the signalling properties seminal fluid of 

closely related rodent species, rat, on mouse uterine epithelial cells to 

establish our model. We aim to generate preliminary data from this visit 

which will contribute towards a manuscript and potentially, future grant applications. Most 

importantly, this visit will allow face to face contact and the opportunity for Dr Menzies and 

Schjenken to consolidate an invaluable, collaborative relationship. We would like to thank 

SRB for opportunity and look forward to reporting about the outcomes of the trip.

John

Brandon

Ellen

Demelza
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Dear Members of the Society of Reproduction, 

It is my pleasure to invite you to attend the Genetics Society of AustralAsia/Boden Research 

conference week here in Adelaide from  July 5-10,  2015. In combining two excellent research 

conferences we were able to bring outstanding national and international speakers to Adelaide 

to talk about the latest research in a broad range of Genetic/Genomic and Epigenetic basic and 

medical research. I hope to see you in Adelaide in July.

Best wishes,

Frank Grutzner (Convener)

University of Adelaide

2015 GSA: Confirmed international and national speakers:

• Chris Jiggins (University of Cambridge)

• David Haig (Harvard University)

• David Burt (University of Edinburgh)

• Margaret Byrne (Department of Parks and Wildlife, Perth)

• Sarah Robertson (University of Adelaide)

• Deborah White (South Australian Health & Medical Research Institute)

• Ary Hoffnann (University of Melbourne)

Boden conference (Comparative Animal Genomics Down Under) 

Confirmed international and national speakers:

• Juergen Schmitz (Munster University)

• Rachel O’Neill (University of Conneticut)

• David Burt (University of Edinburgh)

• Peter Donnelly (University of Oxford)

• Diego Villar (University of Cambridge)

• Jesus Page (University of Madrid)

• Jennifer A Marshall Graves (Latrobe University)

• Marilyn Renfree (University of Melbourne)

• Kathy Belov (University of Sydney)

• Arthur Georges (University of Canberra)

• Rebecca Johnston (Australian Museum)

• Brian Dalrymple (CSIRO)

• Claire Wade (University of Sydney)

• Camilla Whittington (University of Sydney)

• Tasman Daish (University of Adelaide)

• Andrew Pask (University of Melbourne)

• Guoije Zhang   (University of Copenhagen)
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Science Meets Policymakers 2015 - Meeting Summary and Plans for the Future

In February this year, I attended the 'Science Meets Policymakers'.  

The purpose of this meeting, organized by Science & Technology 

Australia and the Asia and the Pacific Policy Society at ANU, was to 

bring together public servants, policy thinkers and scientists discuss 

ways to improve how we work together, bridge divides and enhance 

mutual understanding, in order to build more effective collaborations 

for better policy development and implementation.

For those interested, the sessions were recorded and are available at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nZckinoMZc&list=

PLkWrR8YYDTgC010WCHpmsZdyvm6tx0upu.

The day was an enlightening one, with each speaker presenting their 

perspectives and experiences about how science can, but often doesn't, 

influence policy. What was apparent was the immense power that economists hold in the 

development and implementation of science-related policy, and how the two key for any policy 

process are 'Whose interests will be damaged?' and 'What is the cost versus benefit?'.  The 

viability of any proposal is immediately extinguished if the answers to the first two questions 

do not satisfy an economist, regardless of scientific process or evidence.  

Scientists, for the most part, are logical, long-term thinkers and we make choices and 

rationalize decisions based on desires and timeframes that are vastly different to those of 

policymakers. Policymakers have a much broader responsibility and more immediate 

accountability to the public and to business. They must ensure that the limited amount of 

money that is available is spent as productively as possible. Decisions made by policymakers 

reflect their values and those of stakeholders, the rights of individuals and other entities and 

their level of understanding of the issues at hand. Some of these aspects are controlled, or at 

least influenced, by government. Policymakers must also manage any unintended targets of 

new policies, particularly those which will confer additional hardship on stakeholders or which 

impact on business profitability or viability.

In general, policymakers are open to the influence of science and scientific evidence, when 

such evidence can inform cause and effect. Specific barriers to scientists having greater 

impact on policy development and implementation are the: Inability of scientists to provide 

certainty when asked advice (… no-one can guarantee an outcome) and unfeasible costs of 

implementing any changes suggested by scientists.

Standard answers provided by scientists when asked to contribute information to inform 

policymaking, which are ‘too little is known and more money is needed to study the issue in 

question’. This is not what politicians or economists want to hear and so they’ll either go 

elsewhere until they hear the answer they want or will just ignore the advice they’re given and 

do what they want anyway.

Inconsistent contribution of scientists to policy making. The occasional 'spike' of media 

interest that some scientists manage, which is then followed by extended periods of 'silence', 

has no sustained or long-term impact and doesn't change the threshold of understanding at 

either a government or community level.
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That scientific advice is not sought, or is ignored, is usually the fault of policy process and 

often a product of rushed judgement that may be due to the political environment. Even robust 

evidence and irrefutable arguments may be irrelevant if they don't fit into a political agenda or 

are contrary to individual views. Policymakers do have a different agenda to that of politicians 

or the media and the general recommendation was that it is 'safest' to not align with politics, to 

only speak out on issues in which you are a leading expert and for experts to know their 

sphere of influence.  

To truly influence policymaking, long-term contributions are needed and this is really only 

possible when scientists make a persistent and long-term commitment to maintain dialogue 

with policymakers. Of course, this immediately raised discussion about the difficulty of 

scientists being long-term contributors because of year-by-year job uncertainty, the movement 

of experts away from research and low funding rates, which means that research that could 

make an impact isn't being done or isn't being produced at a rate that will have impact in a 

reasonable time period.  

Policymakers don't necessarily want the truth and they don't necessarily care that the aim of 

science is to discover and create new knowledge. They base decisions on practical action and 

decisions about whether to act and, if so, how to act, whereas scientists employ inductive and 

deductive reasoning. We will have greater impact if we can influence the intellectual 

processes employed by policymakers - in other words, how does your knowledge support the 

decision they need to make? We must understand that money is the most important factor 

and any decision made depends on how much a new policy will cost and how it can be made 

more cost-effective. Typical questions include 'Why does it matter?', 'How much is worth 

spending on it?', 'Which is the most cost-effective?', 'Can we afford it?'.  The answers to these 

will define the objectives, determine the action, enable calculation of cost and then the 

ultimate question must be answered: 'Is the cost worth it?'

In the end, the content was common sense, but didn't provide any quick fixes. We must 

recognize that, as scientists, we do not have a captive audience and often we have an 

antagonistic one. We therefore need to garner support outside of the science community and 

persistently engage with policymakers if we wish to be valued in this arena.  

So - how can SRB be involved in policymaking? SRB is making a concerted effort to be 

involved in policymaking at a Society level, in the first instance by developing relationships 

with community and consumer organizations in health policy. We envisage that these 

relationships will be mutually beneficial. We will show our willingness to be involved and the 

breadth of our capabilities in this area and, in turn, we will broaden our support base, target 

and strengthen our translational research and advertise our capacity to do the research that 

will address the issues that these organizations are passionate about. SRB will shortly be 

asking all members to participate in a survey that will gather information to illustrate our 

strengths and achievements. This information will be used to help us interact effectively with 

consumer organizations and will, in turn, help us gain a powerful consumer voice and strong 

base of public awareness to support our research endeavours.  

This is a condensed version of the full article, if you wish to read the entire article, please 

email Catherine Itman at catherine.itman@newcastle.edu.au.

Science Meets Policymakers 2015 continued
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