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Scientific and Public Outreach
Thanks to the hard work and enthusiasm of our all 

Highlights in this 
issue:

 Associate Professor 

President’s Report

Council members and Secretariat, the Society 
continues to thrive and prosper. Our second public  
forum “Making Babies in the 21st Century”,
coordinated by Rebecca Robker (POC co-chair) will 
be held in conjunction with the annual scientific 
meeting in Melbourne. This year we plan to use 
multiple media opportunities including podcasting and Prof Eileen

Darryl Russell awarded 
the 2014 SRB Visiting 
Lecturer Award 

 SRB Annual Scientific
Conference, Melbourne, 
24-27th August 2014 

 P f J k multiple media opportunities including podcasting and 
social media to engage with the wider public and 
politicians. Again Council hopes that all members will 
participate in this event and will be able to enlist the support of their 
institutions and colleagues for this timely publication of the urgent 
need by government and funding agencies to invest in reproductive 
research. Described in this newsletter, the sterling work of our 
Publicity Secretary Melanie MacDowell and ECR representative

Prof Eileen
McLaughlin

 Professor Jock 
Findlay awarded the 
NHMRC’s 2012 Ethics 
Award.

Winners of SRB Early 
Career Researchers
Collaborative Research 
G t Publicity Secretary Melanie MacDowell and ECR representative 

Jonathon McGuane at Science Meets Parliament (SmP), exemplifies 
how we all need to be able to produce a 3 minute (or less!) elevator 
pitch to funding agencies. SRB council is additionally exploring 
commissioning a report on the financial, social and economic impact 
of reproduction on healthcare, agriculture and environment, as 
additional information when lobbying politicians and granting bodies.

Grants

 Science meets 
parliament

Want to include 
something in the next 
issue? Please email

Strategic Plan – May Federal Budget
We reiterate that our main objectives of our strategic plan are 
designed to help SRB members realise their academic and research

issue? Please email 
Kirsty Walters:
kwalters@anzac.edu.au

potential, amidst predicted declining research funding and significant financial cuts to the 
higher education sector. At present, all tertiary education institutions and government funding 
bodies anxiously await the outcome of the upcoming Budget. SRB recently circulated details 
for "Respect Research" campaign (http://www respectresearch com au/) backed by thefor Respect Research  campaign (http://www.respectresearch.com.au/) backed by the 
Australian Senate, calling on the government to protect research funding from cuts in May’s 
Federal Budget as one mechanism to put research funding at the forefront of policy makers. 
We will continue to amend and change the SRB plans to accommodate strategic initiatives in 
these “interesting” times. Jeremy Thompson, as Treasurer is keeping a watchful eye on the 
finances and in light of the current developments is carefully overseeing travel funds for the 
2014 World Congress in Reproductive Biology meeting in Edinburgh.
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Strategic Plan – Opportunities for collaborative research
SRB wishes to develop strategies to facilitate world class research in reproductive biology 
and medicine, while supporting and nurturing the academic and professional development of 
SRB mid and early career researchers. At the SRB annual meeting in Sydney Aug 2013, 



President’s Report continued
Council Executive determined that several groups 
working in the area of pre-eclampsia had the potential
to grow and establish an international recognised 
centre of excellence. SRB offered financial support to 

bl k h ti f “ki k t t” j tenable a workshop meeting for a “kick start” project 
initially with a small forum to facilitate discussions 
between key players involved centrally or peripherally 
in preeclampsia research. This meeting took place on
27th November in Melbourne and was attended by 
SRB members from across Australia including 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane, Sydney and Auckland.
Participants resolved to consider possibilities and to meet 
again possibly in May 2014 at a workshop hosted by A/Prof Steven Tong in Melbourne. 

SRB awards in 2014
SRB Sponsorship Secretary Jeremy Smith has again delivered significant financial input to 
the Society, not least in yet again ensuring sponsorship from Meat and Livestock Australia, 
allowing the POC to attract a significant cohort of new members to participate in the ASM. 
Council thanks all our sponsors RFD Robinson Research Institute MLA NewcastleCouncil thanks all our sponsors, RFD, Robinson Research Institute, MLA, Newcastle 
Reproduction, Monash Dept O&G, Oozoa and ANZPRA, for their continued generous 
support. 

New SRB award - Travelling lectureships and sponsorship
We are proud to announce that the first recipient of our latest initiative, the SRB travelling 
lectureship, is A/Prof Darryl Russell from the Robinson Research Institute in Adelaide. This 
award will enable Darryl to visit a number of institutions to present his work and to foster 
further collaborations in the region. Dr Patrick Western is the SRB sponsored lecturer at the 
8th Copenhagen Workshop on Carcinoma in situ Testis and Germ Cell Cancer, which will be 
held 18-20 May 2014 in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

New SRB award – Reproduction, Fertility and Development 
We are pleased to announce the inaugural SRB-RFD Publication of the Year award. If you 
are the first or last author of a paper published in Reproduction, Fertility and Development 
over the past 18 months and are a current SRB member then we invite you to nominateover the past 18 months, and are a current SRB member, then we invite you to nominate 
your publication for consideration for this award. Contact Council member Joanna James or 
Associate Editor Laura Parry for further details.
All members are welcome to send comments and feedback on steering the Society in these 
difficult times. I wish all of SRB members a happy and productive year and success in their 
grant proposals.

Best wishes

2

Best wishes,

Eileen A McLaughlin 
SRB President
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Spermatology 2014, Newcastle, NSW
The 12th International Symposium on Spermatology will be held in Newcastle, NSW 
on Aug 10-14, 2014. This event is held once every 4 years and provides participants with a 
unique opportunity to catch up with all the latest findings in sperm cell biology. This 
Symposium will feature a host of international speakers covering all aspects of sperm y p p g p p
biology in a wide variety of species including an entire session devoted to the spermatozoa 
of large domestic animals, held in collaboration with the Association for Applied Animal 
Andrologists. Speakers at this component of the program include Peter Sutovsky, Janice 
Bailey, Bart Gadella and Dickson Varner. The Symposium will also include sessions on the 
basic cell biology of spermatogenesis and sperm function including such eminent speakers 
as Monika Ward, Gail Cornwall, Moira O’Bryan, Michael Eisenbach, Masahito Ikawa and 
Kate Loveland A component of the program will also be devoted to the cause andKate Loveland. A component of the program will also be devoted to the cause and 
significance of DNA damage in human spermatozoa, featuring such presenters as Steven 
Ward, Cristian O’Flaherty and Joël Drevet, while David Mortimer will be running a 
workshop on the analysis of semen quality in a clinical setting.  We are also delighted to 
announce that the Thaddeus Mann 
Memorial lecture will be given by 
Professor Masaru Okabe from Osaka 
University In addition this SymposiumUniversity.  In addition, this Symposium 
will include sessions on evolutionary 
aspects of sperm cell biology, recent 
advances in epididymal physiology and 
the preservation of gametes from a 
Bioresources and Wildlife perspective. 
Regardless of whether you are 
i t t d i b i li dinterested in basic or applied 
spermatology, this Symposium 
represents a unique and important 
opportunity to update your knowledge 
of sperm biology in a beautiful setting 
on the shores of the Hunter River. 

To register please contact the 
conference website –

http://www.spermatology2014.org/

John Aitken, on behalf of the 
Organizing Committee. 
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Treasurer’s Report
Accounts at January 2014
Current equity at January 31 2014 was $347,009. This compares favourably 
with the similar balance sheet in Jan 2013 ($346,453).  The growth in 
investment account has risen from $185,000 to $225,000 over that time.  
However upcoming liabilities being incurred with the World Congress are

A/Prof. Jeremy
Thompson

However, upcoming liabilities being incurred with the World Congress are 
significant and this will be reflected in the end of Financial Year report at the 
AGM.

Incorporation or Company?
In September last year, I attended the Science and Technology Association’s 
workshop on “How to run a scientific society”.  The most informative aspect 
was the legal obligations for Not For Profit societies, such as SRB. Basically, the bottomwas the legal obligations for Not For Profit societies, such as SRB.  Basically, the bottom 
line message is that we are: Incorporated in SA, but running activities nationally, which 
leaves us vulnerable to liability issues.
We have an ABN (27 571 296 248), which resolves some of the liability issues, but this has 
not been updated since 2000 and is required to be (we are registered as ASRB). We 
should seriously consider becoming a Not For Profit limited liability company for liability 
protection of office bearers.
This was discussed at the last Council meeting and I was given approval to makeThis was discussed at the last Council meeting and I was given approval to make 
approaches on behalf of the Society to organisations.  I’d appreciate hearing from 
members with experience in this area.

Best wishes,

Jeremy Thompson
SRB Treasurer

A i t P f R ll i th i i tAssociate Professor Russell is the recipient 
of the 2014 SRB Visiting Lecturer Award

Congratulations to Associate Professor Darryl Russell (Robinson 
Institute, The University of Adelaide), who is the inaugural recipient of 
the 2014 SRB Visiting Lecturer Award. Over the course of the next 

Associate Professor

year, Darryl will be presenting to research groups at the University of 
Newcastle, Deakin University and Victoria University of Wellington, 
New Zealand. He will be using this award to establish new and 
strengthen existing relationships through his research in 
understanding  the mechanism of metastasis in reproductive cancers, 
as well as those involved in oocyte-somatic cell communication that 
leads to ovulation of oocytes with high developmental potential.

4
SRB Newsletter May 2014

Darryl Russell
y g p p

See the link below for more information on Associate Professor Darryl Russell’s research:
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/robinson-research-institute/researchers/group-leaders/russell/
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Secretary’s Report
As usual the Society has been very busy with various new and ongoing 
initiatives. This year we are offering a new award, the inaugural “SRB-RFD 
publication of the year” award. If you are the first or last author of a paper 
published in Reproduction, Fertility and Development over the past 18 
months and are a current SRB member then we invite you to nominate

Dr Kirsty Pringle

months, and are a current SRB member, then we invite you to nominate 
your publication for consideration for this award. Applications close on the 
1st June 2014. 

Fellows of the SRB
Recently the Society put out a call for nomination for Fellows of the Society of 
Reproductive Biology to acknowledge key members of our Society and their contribution to 
the field. I hope you all got your nominations in!the field. I hope you all got your nominations in! 

Call for Council Members and President Elect
We will soon be putting out a call for 2 new members of council as well as the President-
elect. Nominations will be due in mid-June. If you are interested in nominating please don’t 
hesitate to contact myself or Eileen for more information. 

2014 Annual Scientific Meeting
Organisation for this year’s Scientific meeting is well underway and the POC have putOrganisation for this year s Scientific meeting is well underway and the POC have put 
together an exciting program so I hope to see you all there! Don’t forget to get your 
abstracts in by the 6th June and register early. I am also really looking forward to the SRB 
Public Forum “Making Babies in the 21st Century: Stem Cells and Fertility Preservation” 
and encourage you all to attend it should be a very fascinating discussion.

Thanks everyone!

Best wishesBest wishes

Kirsty Pringle
SRB Secretary

Renewal of SRB subscriptions and special
offer for the recruitment of new members

Please remember to renew their SRB subscription and as a  
new initiative the society has introduced the membership 
nomination scheme where you will receive half your own 
membership fee refunded to you when you introduce a new 
member to the society This will only apply to full members

offer for the recruitment of new members
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member to the society. This will only apply to full members 
introducing other full members. Details are available on the 
website.Your Society needs



SRB Annual Scientific Conference, Melbourne, 24-27th 
August 2014 

Dear SRB members,

We invite you all to join us in Melbourne this August for the Annual Scientific Meeting of
the Endocrine Society of Australia and the Society for Reproductive Biology 2014. This 
event will be held from 24th - 27th August at the Melbourne Convention & Exhibition 
Centre, located on the banks of the Yarra River and within easy walking distance to the 
shopping and cafes in the Federation Square, Southbank, Docklands, and CBD 
precincts. This joint conference will showcase the fantastic research in 

d ti bi l d d i l i ithi A t li N Z l dreproductive biology and endocrinology occurring within Australia, New Zealand, 
and around the world. 

SRB Symposium themes include "Growing Healthy Embryos", "Finding Novel 
Targets for Contraception", “Gamete Development and Maturation”, "Reproductive 
Actions of TGFβ superfamily members", and a joint ESA-SRB Symposium entitled 
“Recent Advances in Reproductive Cancers”.  In addition, SRB will again be hosting a 
public forum on reproductive biology entitled ‘Making Babies in the 21st Century: Stempublic forum on reproductive biology, entitled ‘Making Babies in the 21st Century: Stem 
cells and fertility preservation’.

Featured plenary speakers include Prof. Gerald Schatten, from the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Medicine in Pennsylvania, who is the 2014 SRB President's 
Lecturer, and Prof. Rob Norman, from the University of Adelaide, who will present the 
2014 SRB Founder's Lecture. SRB is also hosting a clinician-scientist for the 2014 
meeting Dr Andrew Horne from University of Edinburgh Scotland UK The full list ofmeeting, Dr. Andrew Horne, from University of Edinburgh, Scotland, UK. The full list of 
invited speakers, events, and sessions are now on the conference website 
(http://www.esa-srb.org.au/).

We look forward to seeing you in Melbourne!

Rebecca Robker & Kaye Stenvers (POC Co-chairs)
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Key Dates
Abstract submission deadline: Friday 6th June
Earlybird registration deadline: Friday 6th June
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SRB 2014 Plenary speakers
SRB - ESA Annual Conference, 24th-27th August 2014

SRB 2014 President’s Lecturer
Prof. Gerald P. Schatten
Professor Schatten is Director of the Pittsburgh Development Center, 
Vice Chair of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences, and 
Director of the Division of Developmental and Regenerative Medicine, 
as well as Professor of Cell Biology and Physiology at the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Medicine in Pennsylvania. His research interests 
include stem cells, regeneration, fertilization, cell biology, 
development, infertility, and assisted reproductive technologies.

Professor Gerald P.
Schatten

SRB 2014 Founder’s Lecturer
Prof. Robert Norman
Robert Norman holds a personal chair as Professor for Reproductive 
and Periconceptual Medicine at the University of Adelaide, and is a 

p , y, p g

Professor Robert
Norman

subspecialist in reproductive medicine (CREI) and in endocrine 
biochemistry (FRCPA). He was Director of the Robinson Institute at 
the University of Adelaide from 2008 to 2013. He has made major 
contributions to our understanding of the impact of obesity and lifestyle 
choices on infertility, PCOS, and menopause and to the development 
of new therapies for IVF/infertility treatment.  

Social and Career Development Events
In addition to the scientific program, SRB 2014 will also feature a number of opportunities to 
catch up with old friends and colleagues and build your professional networks. Events include 
a joint ESA-SRB Welcome Function on the Sunday night, a joint poster session with drinks on 
Monday, and the conference dinner on Tuesday night, featuring a live band, 3-course meal, 
and drinks. In addition to these events, SRB will again host the popular “Meeting of the Minds’and drinks. In addition to these events, SRB will again host the popular Meeting of the Minds  
Student/Scholar function following the poster session on Monday night, which will be at PJ 
O’Brien’s pub at the Southbank Restaurant and Shopping Precinct (5 minute walk from the 
convention centre). It is for students and scholars alike and is a fantastic opportunity for 
students to pick the brains of their peers and professors ($35 Student/$55 Scholar (dinner & 
drinks included). New for this year: 1MT competition ‘Science meets the Publican’ (see 
below update from the ECRs).

Fi ll SRB ill b ff i t iti k h S d t ll b t i d t th
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Finally, SRB will be offering a grant writing workshop on Sunday, open to all but aimed at the 
early-career researcher, and a joint student and ECR “Meet the Professor” lunch, which will be 
facilitated by the ECR and student reps on the SRB council. We will be posting updates of 
these events on Facebook, Twitter, and via email.
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New SRB-RFD publication of the year award
The SRB is delighted to announce, in collaboration with  its official journal Reproduction, 
Fertility and Development , the new SRB-RFD Publication of the Year Award. Nominations 
are now open for the inaugural SRB-RFD publication of the year award. If you are the first or 
last author of a paper published in Reproduction Fertility and Development over the past 18last author of a paper published in Reproduction, Fertility and Development over the past 18 
months, and are a current SRB member, then we invite you to nominate your publication for 
consideration for this award. Please email the SRB secretary with the full paper reference and 
a brief paragraph outlining the major findings of the work and how each author contributed to 
the paper (noting which authors are SRB members). 
Please see the full guidelines on the website: 
http://www.srb.org.au/main-menu/travel-grants-and-awards
Closing date: 1st of June. 
The prize will be awarded at the SRB annual conference in August.

Reproduction, Fertility and Development is the official 
journal of the Society of Reproductive Biology. Published eight 
times a year, it features high-quality research on all scientific

Reproduction, Fertility and Development

times a year, it features high quality research on all scientific 
aspects of reproduction and development, including 
reproductive technologies. The journal now has an impact 
factor of 2.583 and a 5-year impact factor of 2.558.

Authors submitting their work to Reproduction, Fertility and 
Development can expect a first decision on their manuscript 
within an average of 23 days. Manuscripts are published online 
early within an average of 46 days of acceptance, and are 
indexed in PubMed and MEDLINE immediately on publication.

There are no page charges to publish in the journal, and colour 
is free online and in PDFs. The journal promotes Green Open 
Access: authors may deposit the pre-publication version of their accepted manuscript without 
embargo in a personal or institutional repository Gold Open Access is also available to all
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embargo in a personal or institutional repository. Gold Open Access is also available to all 
authors on payment of an article processing charge. To submit your own high-quality research 
to Reproduction, Fertility and Development, follow the Instructions to Authors at 
www.publish.csiro.au/journals/rfd.
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Professor Jock Findlay awarded 
the NHMRC’s 2012 Ethics Award.

Professor Jock Findlay 
AO PhD DSc
President of theSSR &
PHI Fellow
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Winners of SRB Early Career Researchers
Collaborative Research Grants
Dr Kylie Webster (Garvan Institute of Medical Research ) and Dr Kerrilyn Diener (The 
University of Adelaide)University of Adelaide)
The Early Career SRB travel award was used to fund the 
travel of Dr Webster to Adelaide in March 2014. The objective 
of the visit was for Dr Webster to receive training  in 
techniques used to interrogate immune cells in reproductive 
tissues, and to consolidate collaborations initiated from a 
NHMRC Project Grant, entitled “The impact of obesity on 
immunological tolerance of the fetus”. During the visit, training 
and advice were provided in the dissection of uterine, 
decidua and placental tissues, from both early and late 
embryonic stages, complemented by demonstrations of  
techniques used to process and analyse these tissues for flow cytometry. Overall this visit 
provided an ideal combination of exposure to experimental techniques and scientific 
discussion, and enabled Drs Diener and Webster to consolidate a collaborative relationship p
otherwise mediated only by email contact. This face-to-face contact with collaborators is 
invaluable and we would like to thank the SRB for this opportunity.

Dr Linda Wu (University of Adelaide) and Dr Wai Shan Yuen 
(Monash University)
Dr Wu and Dr Yuen both have a strong enthusiasm to investigate the 
mechanism(s) by which obesity induced stress in the oocyte leadsmechanism(s) by which obesity-induced stress in the oocyte leads  
to altered embryo development and metabolic re-programming of 
offspring. With the support of the SRB ECR travel award, 
Dr Wu plans to undertake 2 weeks of training at Monash University, 
where she  will learn key techniques which have been well 
established by Dr Yuen at Monash University, including oocyte
micro-injection techniques and novel staining and imaging processes.
D W th l t l th t h i i h i i bDr Wu then plans to apply these techniques in her in vivo obese 
models which are established at the University of Adelaide. This 
opportunity from the SRB will enhance the track record of both early 
career researchers and solidify their ongoing collaboration. The
travel is scheduled for August.

12
SRB Newsletter May 2014



Student News
Hi SRB student members,

We are really looking forward to the annual SRB
conference in Melbourne and this year we haveconference in Melbourne and this year, we have
some exciting new initiatives for students. As 
always, we would love student input. Contact  
your student representatives via the 
Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/SocietyReproductiveBiology, or by email directly: 
amy.winship@princehenrys.org or heba.zahid@princehenrys.org

SRB Program Cover Art Competition
SRB would like to reward the SRB student member that sends us the best image to be used 
on this year's conference program book with a free conference dinner ticket ($110 value)! 
Post your application on the SRB Facebook page by 5 pm June 6, 2014, to be eligible. 

Meet the Professor - Last year we had a record turnout at the 'Strategies for success for the 
next generation of scientists’ session. This year, when registering for the SRB conference, 
make sure you check the MTP session to get your free ticket to attend. We would also love to 
hear from students prior to the conference on any particular questions they want to ask panel 
members.

SRB Student Technical Workshop - This year we are looking
for 3-4 students to give a 15 minute invited presentation on anyg p y
novel or interesting technique they are using as part of their 
reproductive studies. This is a great opportunity to share your 
knowledge and skills, which other students may be able to learn 
and apply to their own studies. If you are interested, please send
a brief description of your technical presentation to 
amy.winship@princehenrys.org or heba.zahid@princehenrys.org

Meeting of the Minds Student-Scholar Night
This year the  Meeting of the Minds Student-Scholar Night  will be held at PJ OBriens’ pub 
overlooking the Yarra river, so come and join us for dinner, some good entertainment and 
great networking opportunities!

See you in Melbourne in August
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Best wishes,

Amy Winship and Heba Zahid

Student Representatives
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Hi SRB ECR members,
Hopefully everyone is putting the final touches on their abstracts and gearing up for what 
promises to be an outstanding ASM in Melbourne in August! There are several events we 
would like to bring to the attention of ECRs:

Early Career Researcher News

would like to bring to the attention of ECRs:

On Sunday, we have arranged for Camilla Myers from CSIRO Publishing 
(http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/285.htm) to run a Grant Writing Workshop for ECRs, which will 
be an excellent opportunity to brush up on your grant writing skills. Select the box on the Add-
ons page during the online registration process if you would like to attend. 

Monday evening is the traditional Meeting of the Minds function; always a fun night and a great 
opportunity to network This year’s event will also feature the finals of our new ECRopportunity to network. This year s event will also feature the finals of our new ECR 
competition, Science meets Publican. This is your chance to show us how well you can sell 
your science, but there’s a catch – you’ve only got 60 seconds! The winner will receive a trip to 
Canberra to represent the Society at the next Science meets Parliament, where he or she will 
learn more about science communication, political advocacy, and science policy, and get the 
opportunity to meet with a federal MP or Senator at Parliament House. We will be launching the 
competition on facebook soon, so make sure you’ve ‘liked’ the Society facebook page and keep 
an eye out for updates with further information!an eye out for updates with further information!

On Tuesday lunchtime  there is the Meet the Professor session. This event will feature a panel 
of experts across the breadth of career stages who will answer your burning questions about 
making it in reproductive biology. We’re planning for  this year’s MtP to be really interactive; 
check the facebook and twitter pages for more details soon.

The annual ECR meeting will be held late Tuesday afternoon – this is your opportunity to tell us 
what you want from your Society and meet any fellow ECRs so please come along!what you want from your Society and meet any fellow ECRs, so please come along!

Early ECRs (<2 years post-PhD) also have the opportunity to submit a piece of their own 
scientific artwork for the front cover of the conference booklet, with the winner receiving a ticket 
to the gala dinner - see the facebook page or conference website for details. Also, don’t forget 
to apply for the ECR registration subsidy and the relevant awards when you submit your 
abstract(s)! Further info is on the SRB website under “Travel Grants and Awards”.

I f till f t i ECR th f b k l b iIn non-conference news, we are still featuring ECRs on the facebook page on a regular basis, 
so if you want to find a collaborator, a post-doc, a student, etc, let us know and we will promote 
your cause to all the Society’s facebook friends. Also, nominations for the new ECR rep will be 
requested soon – keep an eye on the usual communication channels for details and consider 
going for it yourself – it’s a great way to contribute to your Society and gain an understanding of 
how it runs. Finally, just FYI, my (Tamara’s) contact details have changed -
tamara.leahy@sydney.edu.au - if you want to get in touch with me.

Best wishes,

Joathon McGuane and Tamara Leahy

ECR Representatives
14
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Science meets parliament
Jonathon McGuane (ECR representative, The University of Adelaide) and myself (PR 
secretary, The University of Adelaide) attended Science meets Parliament (SmP) in Canberra 
on March 17-18th, hosted by Science and Technology Australia.

Day one was an intensive workshop about science communication both to the general publicDay one was an intensive workshop about science communication, both to the general public 
and politicians/policy makers. These included presentations from science educators (Simon 
France, Questacon) on how to communicate your research to non-scientists; how science is 
made newsworthy (James Massola, Fairfax and Lyndal Curtis, ABC News); the similarities 
between the “policy factory” and Willy Wonka’s chocolate factory (Subho Banerjee, 
Department of Industry) and former political advisors. 

In addition, scientists were encouraged to tweet (Inger, g ( g
Mewburn, ANU, @thesiswhisper) and devise a 60 second 
elevator of your science (Rod Lamberts and Will Grant, ANU). 
Its harder than you think!

The day ended with a gala dinner in The Great Hall in 
Parliament House and along with amazing food, the MC was 
Robyn Williams and speeches from Hon Ian Macfarlene
(Mi i t f I d t ) H Bill Sh t (O iti L d )(Minister for Industry), Hon Bill Shorten (Opposition Leader) 
and the launch of Parliamentary Friends of Science. 

Day two took place at Parliament House, where the elevator speech of our science came in 
handy with individual meetings with sitting members of parliament, with Jonathon meeting 
with Julie Owens (member for Parramatta, NSW) and myself with Jim Chalmers (member for 
Rankin, QLD).  The former Minister for Science, Senator Kim Carr also gave a speech about 
the importance of science

Mel and Jonathon

the importance of science. 

Stemming from the Gala dinner, Jonathon invited and hosted a visit by Tony Zappia (member 
for Makin, SA) of the Robinson Research Institute (The University of Adelaide), where he met 
with numerous SRB members such as Sarah Robinson, Jeremy Thompson, Ray Rodgers 
and Darryl Russell. Mr Zappia was particularly interested in the research and a possible 
involvement in the public forum of the 2015 SRB annual conference in Adelaide. 

Best wishesBest wishes,

Mel McDowall
PR Secretary

Left to right: 
Jeremy Thompson, 
Mel McDowall, Tony 
Z i S h
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Zappia, Sarah 
Robinson and  
Jonathan McGuane
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SRB/Council 2013/14
Council Member
Eileen McLaughlin Executive

Portfolio
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Jeremy Thompson

Kirsty Pringle

Rebecca Robker

Eva Dimitriadis

Executive

Executive

Council

Council

Treasurer

Secretary

ASM POC Co-Chair / Public Awareness POC

SRB Awards Committee Chair

Patrick Western Council SRB Chair LOC Melbourne 2013

Mark Green

Catherine Itman

Jeremy Smith

Jonathon McGuane

Council

Council

Council

Kirsty Walters Council Newsletter Secretary

Membership Secretary
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Sponsorship Secretary
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Tamara Leahy
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SRB Conference – Membership Booth

RFD Liaison Secretary

RFD Associate Editor Liaison

Co-opted
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Tel: +61 3 5983 2400  fax: +61 3 5983 2223

email: hp@events.net.au web: www.srb.org.au
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